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Last	Updated	on	October	7,	2024	There	are	so	many	reasons	why	Amsterdam,	the	capital	of	the	Netherlands,	should	be	on	your	must-visit	travel	list.	The	city	perfectly	blends	historic	elegance	and	a	modern	attitude.	The	four	major	components	the	city	is	famous	for	are	the	picturesque	canals,	historic	architecture,	world-famous	museums,	and	a
vibrant	culture.	The	city	has	so	much	to	offer,	that	regardless	of	whether	you	are	a	history	nerd,	an	art	enthusiast,	a	food	lover,	or	simply	someone	who	appreciates	visiting	a	big	city,	Amsterdam	will	meet	your	needs	and	go	beyond.		What	to	do	in	Amsterdam	There	are	many	activities	happening	around	the	city	all	year	around,	but	on	top	of	this,	the
city	if	full	of	sights	worth	checking	out	when	going	to	Amsterdam.		Visit	the	Anne	Frank	House	A	powerful	and	emotional	experience	in	Amsterdam	is	visiting	the	Anne	Frank	House.	The	museum	is	located	on	Prinsensgracht,	in	the	building	where	Anne	Frank	and	her	family	hid	from	the	Nazis	during	World	War	II.	As	you	walk	from	room	to	room,	you
will	find	the	diary	on	display	You	also	get	to	walk	through	the	secret	annex,	all	colliding	in	a	very	moving	experience.	Getting	tickets	to	Anne	Frank	House	is	simple,	but	ticket	can	sell	out	during	the	popular	seasons.	So,	make	sure	to	book	in	advance,	to	experience	this	sight	which	is	a	reminder	of	the	horrors	of	the	war	and	the	resilience	of	the	human
spirit.		Explore	the	canals	and	the	historic	districts	Often	referred	to	as	the	“Venice	of	the	North”,	Amsterdam	has	a	large	network	of	canals	across	the	city.	To	explore	these,	you	can	head	for	a	canal	cruise,	which	will	take	you	around	many	of	the	canals,	giving	you	a	new	perspective	on	the	city.	It	is	a	tranquil	way	of	seeing	the	houses,	churches,	and
bridges	of	the	city.	The	Canal	Ring	is	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	site	and	was	constructed	in	the	17th	century.		Immersive	yourself	in	art	at	the	Rijksmuseum	and	Van	Gogh	Museum	If	you	are	a	lover	of	art,	Amsterdam	is	the	perfect	place	for	you.	The	Rijksmuseum	is	one	of	the	world’s	most	famous	art	institutions	with	over	8,000	works	of	art.	Some	of
the	most	famous	artists	in	display	includes	Rembrandt,	Vermeer,	and	Frans	Hals.	Close	to	the	Rijksmuseum	you	will	find	the	Van	Gogh	Museum,	which	has	been	dedicated	to	the	life	and	works	of	Vincent	van	Gogh.	The	museum	has	the	world’s	largest	collection	of	Van	Gogh	paintings.	Walking	through	the	museum	gives	an	insight	into	his	troubled	life
and	the	emotional	intensity	of	his	work.		Bike	around	the	city	At	the	heart	of	the	city	of	Amsterdam	you	will	find	bikes.	The	city	is	built	for	cyclists,	with	over	400	kilometers	of	bike	paths.	You	can	rent	a	bike	and	get	around	the	city	faster,	or	ride	through	Vondelpark,	the	largest	green	space	in	the	city.	Experience	nightlife	in	Leidseplein	and
Rembrandtplein	If	you	are	looking	for	vibrant	nightlife,	you	can	head	to	the	squares	of	Leidseplein	and	Rembrandtplein.	Both	areas	are	packed	with	bars,	clubs,	and	restaurants,	where	you	can	find	anything	from	live	music	to	cocktail	lounges.	The	nightlife	in	Amsterdam	is	diverse,	with	a	large	music	selection	of	electronic	music	or	jazz	clubs,	or	cozy
pubs	for	a	chill	hang.		Good-to-know	before	heading	to	Amsterdam	The	most	important	part	before	heading	to	Amsterdam	is	to	be	aware	that	the	weather	can	be	unpredictable.	The	city	in	general	has	mild	temperatures	and	frequent	rain	throughout	the	year.	Between	April	and	October	is	the	best	time	to	visit,	as	the	weather	is	warmer,	and	more
activities	are	happening	in	the	city.	Especially	spring	is	beautiful	during	the	tulip	season.	The	official	language	in	the	Netherlands	is	Dutch,	but	most	people	you	will	meet	on	the	way	speaks	excellent	English.	You	can	expect	most	of	the	locals	to	be	friendly	and	generally	happy	to	assist,	making	it	an	easy	city	to	travel	around	in.	The	currency	in
Amsterdam	is	the	Euro.	Both	credit	and	debit	cards	are	widely	accepted,	but	carrying	some	cash	is	still	a	good	idea.	Tipping	is	not	obligatory	in	any	location,	but	it	is	always	appreciated.	It	is	common	to	round	up	to	the	nearest	euro.	Be	aware	of	the	liberal	policies	in	the	city,	with	marijuana	and	prostitution	catching	the	attention	of	many.	These
practices	are	legal,	but	they	are	highly	regulated.	For	example,	marijuana	can	only	be	purchased	and	consumed	in	licensed	‘coffee	shops’,	and	prostitution	can	only	legally	take	place	in	designated	areas.		Final	thoughts	on	Amsterdam	The	city	of	Amsterdam	had	its	origins	in	the	late	12th	century,	making	the	city	itself	an	iconic	historical	landmark.
Growing	from	being	a	small	fishing	village	to	becoming	one	of	the	most	important	port	cities	in	the	world,	the	city	has	had	an	interesting	story.	Since	the	city	blossomed	during	the	Dutch	Golden	Age,	the	city	has	continued	to	be	a	hub	for	trade,	finance,	and	culture.	With	creativity	and	innovation	at	heart,	the	city	continues	to	be	a	well-visited	location
for	travelers.	As	a	multicultural	metropolis	with	more	than	180	nationalities	coexisting,	the	city	is	a	vibrant	testament	to	the	positive	outcomes	of	liberal	social	policies	and	a	historical	backbone.	Photo:	George	Tsafos/Getty	Images	If	you're	planning	a	European	trip,	first	read	this	list	of	reasons	to	include	Amsterdam	on	your	journey.	You	might	be
surprised	by	a	few!	rukna/Flickr/CC	BY-ND	A	cool	thing	about	Amsterdam	--	and	perhaps	a	lesser	known	fact	--	is	that	the	city	is	small	enough	(roughly	740,000	locals	inhabit	its	central	area)	that	visitors	can	get	a	real	feel	for	its	people,	neighborhoods,	sights	and	secrets.	Compared	to	sprawling	Paris	and	London,	this	European	capital	is	more	of	a
village	--	and	visitors	can	see	nearly	all	of	it	on	a	bike	ride,	walking	tour	or	public	transportation	in	just	a	few	days.	This	accessibility	means	you'll	spend	your	time	making	memories	instead	of	making	sense	of	an	overwhelming	itinerary	to	see	too	much	in	too	little	time.	Likewise,	it's	a	cinch	to	take	the	train	to	destinations	outside	Amsterdam;	in	as
little	as	ten	to	15	minutes,	you	can	be	in	the	next	town	or	city	on	your	itinerary.	TripSavvy	/	Alisha	McDarris	Most	people	who've	never	even	been	to	Amsterdam	have	at	least	heard	about	its	canals.	They	are	certainly	worth	seeing,	as	the	165	waterways	create	a	seemingly	floating	city	of	90	islands	connected	by	1,281	bridges.	A	canal	cruise	is	a	must-
do	activity	in	Amsterdam;	and	just	walking	the	winding,	narrow	streets	along	the	waters	will	give	you	a	sense	of	the	magic	this	city	possesses.	Want	to	take	in	some	of	the	landmark	canal-front	architecture?	Visitors	can	admire	the	city's	typical	canal	houses	from	both	inside	and	out;	see	a	master	list	of	monumental	canal	architecture,	or	for	an	interior
view,	check	out	these	Amsterdam	canal	houses	that	have	been	converted	into	public	museums.	Alexander	Spatari/Getty	Images	With	more	than	6,800	houses	and	buildings	protected	as	monuments	and	dating	from	the	16th	to	the	20th	century,	Amsterdam	boasts	the	largest	historical	inner	city	in	Europe.	You	might	see	the	Triple	X	(XXX)	Coat	of	Arms
throughout	the	city.	The	towering,	sturdy	warehouses	and	elegant	homes	built	by	wealthy	merchants	during	Holland's	Golden	Age	(the	17th	century)	line	the	city's	canals	and	are	perhaps	its	most	distinguishing	architectural	features,	but	the	oldest	architecture	in	town	dates	back	to	the	medieval	period;	read	more	about	Gothic	architecture	in
Amsterdam	for	details.	And	don't	think	for	a	moment	that	Amsterdam	has	any	lack	of	churches:	from	its	most	famous	historic	churches	to	its	only	basilica,	the	city	is	a	trove	of	ecclesiastical	architecture.	Visitors	can	even	scale	some	of	the	local	church	towers	for	some	of	the	best	panoramic	views	of	the	city.	lillisphotography/Getty	Images		Take	your
pick:	see	the	works	of	Dutch	masters	and	treasures	of	a	time	when	Amsterdam	was	the	richest	city	in	the	world	at	the	Rijksmuseum;	learn	about	the	styles	and	secrets	of	the	man	who	could	be	considered	Holland's	most	interesting	painter	at	the	Van	Gogh	Museum;	or	walk	through	the	tiny	annex	that	a	group	of	eight	called	home	for	two	years	during
Nazi-occupied	Amsterdam	in	World	War	II	at	the	Anne	Frank	House.	These	are	among	the	top	museums	in	Amsterdam,	but	there	are	nearly	50	more	to	teach,	entertain	or	move	you.	You	can	even	save	some	money	on	multiple	museum	visits	with	one	of	these	tourist	discount	cards,	some	of	which	are	also	valid	for	cities	outside	Amsterdam;	don't	miss
our	recommendations	for	must-see	museums	in	The	Hague	and	museums	in	Leiden,	both	conveniently	close	to	Amsterdam.	Thanks	for	your	feedback!	We	just	named	Amsterdam	the	fifth	best	city	in	the	world,	based	on	the	results	of	our	annual	Time	Out	Index	survey.	And	so	who	better	to	tell	us	why	‘Dam	is	so	hot	right	now	than	Taco	Dibbits,
director	of	the	world-famous	Rijksmuseum?	From	its	progressive	politics	to	its	dazzling	art	scene,	he	tells	us	why	he	loves	his	home	city.	Amsterdam’s	a	tolerant,	progressive	city	‘Since	the	sixteenth	century	Amsterdam	has	welcomed	immigrants	and,	along	with	them,	their	many	cultures	and	beliefs.	Nowadays,	Amsterdammers	work	hard	on
upholding	and	redefining	tolerance	as	one	of	the	city’s	essential	values.’	You	can	walk	or	get	around	by	bike	‘It’s	beautiful,	vibrant	and	bustling,	but	it’s	also	very	approachable	and	relaxed.	Because	it’s	small,	you	can	visit	everything	on	foot	and	by	bike,	and	there’s	always	something	going	on	or	somewhere	to	explore.’	It	comes	into	its	own	in	summer
‘With	summer	getting	into	full	swing,	there	are	so	many	great	exhibitions,	concerts	and	special	events	lined	up.	Think	cinema	under	the	stars,	nights	in	the	Botanical	Gardens	and	concerts	at	Artis	Zoo	and	on	the	canals	during	Grachtenfestival.’	Noordermarkt.	Photograph:	Picture	Partners	/	Shutterstock.com	The	food	scene	is	popping	off	‘On	Saturday
mornings	I	get	fresh	organic	products	from	Noordermarkt.	And	while	one	never	previously	thought	of	Amsterdam	as	a	city	of	restaurants	and	great	food,	this	has	changed	radically	–	there	are	now	so	many	great	places	worth	trying.	Dine	at	RIJKS,	our	Michelin-star	restaurant	(Amsterdam	now	has	19	Michelin-starred	restaurants!)	or	Café	Caron	in	De
Pijp.	The	food	scene	really	highlights	Amsterdam’s	cultural	diversity	too,	with	great	places	such	as	Bacalar	(Mexican),	the	classic	Sama	Sebo	(Indonesian),	Shah	Jahan	(Indian),	Lalla	Rookh	(Surinamese)	and	De	Hapjeshoek	(Surinamese).	‘If	I’m	with	friends	or	family,	I	often	visit	Café	de	Ceuvel	in	Noord.	On	a	warm	summer	day,	we	bring	our
swimsuits	and	take	a	dive.	One	thing	the	Dutch	are	famous	for	is	apple	pie,	and	you’ll	find	the	best	at	a	café	called	Waargenoegen	in	Noord’s	Neef	Louis	vintage	design	store.’	...	and	there’s	always	loads	of	art	to	see	‘An	important	part	of	Dutch	history	is	to	be	found	in	the	Jewish	Cultural	Quarter.	Next	year	the	National	Holocaust	Museum	will	open	in
the	area,	while	the	Portuguese	synagogue	and	the	Jewish	Museum	are	worth	visiting	to	learn	about	Amsterdam’s	Jewish	heritage.	‘Bijlmer’s	OSCAM	is	an	interesting	new	contemporary	art	space	that	specialises	in	youth	subcultures.	And	always	plan	day	trips	to	experience	the	Netherlands	fully!	I’m	really	fond	of	the	beautiful	Kröller-Müller	Museum
in	the	Veluwe	National	Park	–	they	have	an	incredible	sculpture	garden	and	van	Gogh	collection.	Also,	Museum	de	Pont	in	Tilburg	has	an	amazing	international	collection	of	art	from	the	likes	of	Anish	Kapoor,	Marlene	Dumas,	Rineke	Dijkstra	and	Sophie	Calle.’	Amsterdam	Pride.	Photograph:	Ivo	Antonie	de	Rooij	/	Shutterstock.com	2022	has	heaps	of
cultural	highlights	in	store	‘In	the	autumn,	the	Rijksmuseum	will	present	two	great	exhibitions.	One	is	called	‘Clara’,	about	an	eighteenth-century	rhinoceros	who	grew	to	be	the	most	famous	in	history.	The	other	is	‘Crawly	Creatures’,	an	exhibition	which	explores	the	appreciation	of	little	creatures	such	as	toads,	lizards	and	spiders	in	art	and	science,
featuring	work	by	artists	such	as	Albrecht	Dürer,	Peter	Paul	Rubens,	and	Maria	Sibylla	Merian.	‘ADE	–	Amsterdam	Dance	Event	–	is	one	of	the	biggest	EDM	festivals	in	the	world,	with	many	artists	playing	all	over	the	city.	In	August,	we	celebrate	love	with	hundreds	of	thousands	of	people	during	Pride	–	we	are	incredibly	proud	as	Amsterdammers	to
celebrate	Pride	together	as	one.	And	November	brings	Museumnacht	–	museum	night	–	when	almost	every	museum	in	Amsterdam	opens	long	into	the	night.	Imagine	seeing	a	Frans	Hals	painting	while	dancing!’	Interview	by	Derek	Robertson.	Discover	our	full	ranking	of	the	53	best	cities	in	the	world	for	2022.	We	just	named	Amsterdam	the	fifth	best
city	in	the	world,	based	on	the	results	of	our	annual	Time	Out	Index	survey.	And	so	who	better	to	tell	us	why	‘Dam	is	so	hot	right	now	than	Taco	Dibbits,	director	of	the	world-famous	Rijksmuseum?	From	its	progressive	politics	to	its	dazzling	art	scene,	he	tells	us	why	he	loves	his	home	city.	Amsterdam’s	a	tolerant,	progressive	city	‘Since	the	sixteenth
century	Amsterdam	has	welcomed	immigrants	and,	along	with	them,	their	many	cultures	and	beliefs.	Nowadays,	Amsterdammers	work	hard	on	upholding	and	redefining	tolerance	as	one	of	the	city’s	essential	values.’	You	can	walk	or	get	around	by	bike	‘It’s	beautiful,	vibrant	and	bustling,	but	it’s	also	very	approachable	and	relaxed.	Because	it’s	small,
you	can	visit	everything	on	foot	and	by	bike,	and	there’s	always	something	going	on	or	somewhere	to	explore.’	It	comes	into	its	own	in	summer	‘With	summer	getting	into	full	swing,	there	are	so	many	great	exhibitions,	concerts	and	special	events	lined	up.	Think	cinema	under	the	stars,	nights	in	the	Botanical	Gardens	and	concerts	at	Artis	Zoo	and	on
the	canals	during	Grachtenfestival.’	Noordermarkt.	Photograph:	Picture	Partners	/	Shutterstock.com	The	food	scene	is	popping	off	‘On	Saturday	mornings	I	get	fresh	organic	products	from	Noordermarkt.	And	while	one	never	previously	thought	of	Amsterdam	as	a	city	of	restaurants	and	great	food,	this	has	changed	radically	–	there	are	now	so	many
great	places	worth	trying.	Dine	at	RIJKS,	our	Michelin-star	restaurant	(Amsterdam	now	has	19	Michelin-starred	restaurants!)	or	Café	Caron	in	De	Pijp.	The	food	scene	really	highlights	Amsterdam’s	cultural	diversity	too,	with	great	places	such	as	Bacalar	(Mexican),	the	classic	Sama	Sebo	(Indonesian),	Shah	Jahan	(Indian),	Lalla	Rookh	(Surinamese)
and	De	Hapjeshoek	(Surinamese).	‘If	I’m	with	friends	or	family,	I	often	visit	Café	de	Ceuvel	in	Noord.	On	a	warm	summer	day,	we	bring	our	swimsuits	and	take	a	dive.	One	thing	the	Dutch	are	famous	for	is	apple	pie,	and	you’ll	find	the	best	at	a	café	called	Waargenoegen	in	Noord’s	Neef	Louis	vintage	design	store.’	...	and	there’s	always	loads	of	art	to
see	‘An	important	part	of	Dutch	history	is	to	be	found	in	the	Jewish	Cultural	Quarter.	Next	year	the	National	Holocaust	Museum	will	open	in	the	area,	while	the	Portuguese	synagogue	and	the	Jewish	Museum	are	worth	visiting	to	learn	about	Amsterdam’s	Jewish	heritage.	‘Bijlmer’s	OSCAM	is	an	interesting	new	contemporary	art	space	that	specialises
in	youth	subcultures.	And	always	plan	day	trips	to	experience	the	Netherlands	fully!	I’m	really	fond	of	the	beautiful	Kröller-Müller	Museum	in	the	Veluwe	National	Park	–	they	have	an	incredible	sculpture	garden	and	van	Gogh	collection.	Also,	Museum	de	Pont	in	Tilburg	has	an	amazing	international	collection	of	art	from	the	likes	of	Anish	Kapoor,
Marlene	Dumas,	Rineke	Dijkstra	and	Sophie	Calle.’	Amsterdam	Pride.	Photograph:	Ivo	Antonie	de	Rooij	/	Shutterstock.com	2022	has	heaps	of	cultural	highlights	in	store	‘In	the	autumn,	the	Rijksmuseum	will	present	two	great	exhibitions.	One	is	called	‘Clara’,	about	an	eighteenth-century	rhinoceros	who	grew	to	be	the	most	famous	in	history.	The
other	is	‘Crawly	Creatures’,	an	exhibition	which	explores	the	appreciation	of	little	creatures	such	as	toads,	lizards	and	spiders	in	art	and	science,	featuring	work	by	artists	such	as	Albrecht	Dürer,	Peter	Paul	Rubens,	and	Maria	Sibylla	Merian.	‘ADE	–	Amsterdam	Dance	Event	–	is	one	of	the	biggest	EDM	festivals	in	the	world,	with	many	artists	playing
all	over	the	city.	In	August,	we	celebrate	love	with	hundreds	of	thousands	of	people	during	Pride	–	we	are	incredibly	proud	as	Amsterdammers	to	celebrate	Pride	together	as	one.	And	November	brings	Museumnacht	–	museum	night	–	when	almost	every	museum	in	Amsterdam	opens	long	into	the	night.	Imagine	seeing	a	Frans	Hals	painting	while
dancing!’	Interview	by	Derek	Robertson.	Discover	our	full	ranking	of	the	53	best	cities	in	the	world	for	2022.	Amsterdam	is	now	one	of	the	most	popular	cities	in	the	world,	which	is	the	capital	of	the	Netherlands.	These	qualities	make	it	favored	cultural	and	historical	tourist	attractions,	beautiful	landscapes	and	paintings	natural	formations	by	tourists
from	all	the	world.	In	this	blog	post	we	will	look	at	the	reasons	as	to	why	Amsterdam	can	be	considered	as	unique.	Cultural	Richness	It	is	one	of	the	culturally	diverse	cities	that	will	make	your	vacation	quite	memorable	when	you	are	an	art	lover,	a	historian,	or	someone	who	enjoys	quality	music.	It	may	include	world’s	berg	museums	such	as	the
famous	Rijksmuseum,	Van	Gogh	Museum,	and	Anne	Frank	house.	These	museums	contain	so	many	pieces	of	art	and	convey	history	and	culture	of	the	Dutch	nation	in	detail.	Tolerance	and	Diversity	Amsterdam	is	one	of	those	cities	that	have	always	had	rather	an	open-minded	attitude	towards	different	people.	It	will	also	accredit	the	city	for	turning
the	newcomers	into	friendly	hosts	that	welcome	people	of	all	diversities	to	make	the	city	its	home	or	just	a	temporary	stay.	The	Red	Light	District	and	the	cannabis	coffeeshops	are	among	them	and	this	is	because	the	society	in	Amsterdam	liberal	than	others.	Picturesque	Canals	The	Grachtentwef,	is	one	of	the	symbols	of	Amsterdam	and	the	network
of	canals	was	included	in	the	list	of	UNESCO	heritage	sites.	The	canals	which	are	over	three	hundred	years	old	give	a	boost	to	more	and	relaxing	stroll	or	a	boat	ride.	By	using	the	various	water	channels,	tourist	effectively	get	to	view	exciting	features	of	the	city	including	small	bridges,	canal	houses	among	other	compound	features.	Bicycle-Friendly
City	This	is	why	many	people	give	Amsterdam	the	name-	the	Bicycle	Capital	of	the	World	because	cycling	is	quite	popular	in	this	city	and	there	are	even	bike	paths	specially	designed	to	cater	for	this	means	of	transport.	Riding	a	bike	is	one	of	the	ways	of	moving	from	one	place	to	the	other	in	Amsterdam	not	mentioning	the	fact	that	it	offers	the	visitors
the	taste	of	a	local	taste.	Cycling	is	one	of	the	favorite	ways	of	exploring	such	areas	as	neighborhoods,	parks	and	attractions	by	renting	a	bike.	Natural	Beauty	Surprisingly,	Amsterdam	is	a	large	city	with	sufficient	green	lands	around	it.	There	are	quite	a	number	of	parks	and	recreational	facilities	both	within	the	city	and	easily	accessible	by	the
residents	and	tourist.	Amsterdam	is	graced	with	some	of	these	natural	attractions	such	as	Vondelpark,	Amsterdamse	Bos,	and	Hortus	Botanicus	through	which	one	can	easily	relax	and	feel	the	touch	of	nature.	Seasonal	Delights	Amsterdam	showcases	its	beauty	throughout	the	year,	with	each	season	offering	unique	experiences.	This	is	especially	so
because	in	spring,	the	city	is	adorned	with	beautified	roads	with	flowering	of	tulips,	specially	in	the	Keukenhof	Gardens.	It	is	an	association	of	bright	sun	and	various	festivities,	outdoor	concerts	and	the	opportunity	to	work	and	relax	in	the	remarkable	city	terraces	which	are	so	familiar	during	the	summer	.	When	I	think	of	autumn	I	see	its	colors
reflected	in	the	buildings	of	the	city	and	winter	is	always	associated	with	Christmas	fairs	and	ice	rinks.	Gastronomic	Treats	Indeed,	the	Number	of	choice	eating	places	and	uniqueness	of	food	that	is	offered	in	Amsterdam	is	overwhelming.	The	city	ranges	from	typical	Dutch	and	Belgian	foods	to	fast	food	and	other	unique	intrinsically	food	products.
Food	wise,	visitors	can	taste	the	original	Dutch	pancakes,	a	herring	from	a	street	market	stall	or	go	to	Amsterdam’s	multiethnic	gourmet	restaurants	or	street	vendors.	To	complete	the	experience	of	visiting	the	Netherlands,	a	visit	to	a	classic	Dutch	‘bruin	café’	where	one	can	immerse	in	the	pleasant	atmosphere	while	tasting	local	beers	is	a	good
idea.	Conclusion	Amsterdam	can	be	regarded	as	an	outstanding	city	in	terms	of	culture,	tolerance,	canals,	bicycle	culture,	nature,	seasons,	and	food.	Amsterdam	is	indeed	an	artist’s	paradise,	but	it	also	offers	an	exciting	culinary	experience	or	an	exciting	nature	trail	or	a	breathtaking	sightseeing	tour	to	the	others.	Get	ready	and	prepare	your
schedule	and	have	the	experience	to	see	why	many	people	perceive	Amsterdam	as	the	best	world	city.	Cycling	down	the	River	Amstel,	humming	a	jaunty	tune	while	waving	at	groups	of	men	engaged	in	some	kind	of	mildly	competitive	boat	race,	it	seems	nigh-on	unbelievable	that	I	was	in	London	last	night.A	mere	15	hours	ago	I	was	grumpily	making
my	way	to	Liverpool	Street	station	on	Friday	evening	to	catch	the	train	to	Harwich	after	a,	shall	we	say,	“challenging”	week.	A	ferry	ride,	metro	and	swift	train	later,	it’s	Saturday	morning	and	I	am	pausing	to	take	a	selfie	by	the	most	quintessentially	Dutch	windmill	I	have	ever	seen;	stopping	for	lunch	at	a	trendy	gastro-Indonesian	restaurant	on	the
waterfront;	cycling	around	the	hold-your-breath	quiet	manmade	lake	in	the	Zuid-Oost	district’s	Gaasperpark.For	me,	there	are	few	cities	that	can	rival	Amsterdam	for	sheer	good	looks	or	charisma.	The	canals!	The	gabled	houses!	The	bridges!	Even	getting	out	of	the	confines	of	the	Canal	Ring	for	a	change	doesn’t	dampen	my	enthusiasm;	in	fact,	like
reaching	the	deeper	stage	of	love	that	follows	the	honeymoon	period’s	initial	rush	of	chemical	attraction,	I	find	myself	becoming	even	more	enamoured	with	this	Dutch	duchess.Read	more:	Best	cheap	hotels	in	AmsterdamWhat	can’t	this	showstopper	of	a	capital	do?	Let	you	indoors	without	daily	Covid	testing,	as	it	turns	outShe	can	do	pastoral
perfection	too,	you	say,	with	verdant	green	fields	dotted	by	brown	cows	just	a	20-minute	cycle	downriver?	And	she’s	equally	down	to	throw	on	some	urban	streetwear	in	the	trendy	former	shipyard-turned-cultural-hotspot	NDSM	on	Amsterdam	Noord?	What	can’t	this	showstopper	of	a	capital	do?Let	you	indoors	without	daily	Covid	testing,	as	it	turns
out.	The	Netherlands	may	have	dropped	its	stringent	quarantine	rules	for	vaccinated	travellers	but	its	separate	health	pass	app	–	needed	to	gain	entry	to	restaurants,	bars,	museums	and	other	attractions	–does	not	currently	recognise	the	UK’s	proof	of	vaccination	(yet	another	thing	to	blame	on	Brexit).	It	means	that	British	visitors	must	take	a	rapid
antigen	test	every	24	hours,	uploading	their	negative	result	to	the	CoronaCheck	app	to	get	indoor	privileges.	You	can	sit	at	outdoor	terraces	without	it	but	as	the	autumn	chill	draws	in,	you’re	likely	to	have	to	do	some	swabbing.	Read	more:	Best	hotels	in	AmsterdamThe	Riekermolen	windmill	is	ripe	for	selfies	(Getty/iStockphoto)I	was	all	set	to	find	the
process	arduous	and	annoying,	stamping	my	foot	in	the	true	fashion	of	Roald	Dahl’s	brat	Veruca	Salt,	but	instead	found	Amsterdam’s	testing	system	so	straightforward	that	my	tantrums	were	quickly	averted.	Testing	is	free	at	a	multitude	of	sites	all	over	the	city.	You	go	online,	book	a	slot,	stroll	in	with	your	passport	and	get	swabbed	within	the	space
of	three	minutes.	Fifteen	minutes	later,	you	receive	your	result	(the	website	warns	that	this	can	take	up	to	two	hours	but	this	seems	more	rooted	in	expectation	management	than	reality).	The	uploading-your-result-to-the-app	bit	is	a	touch	convoluted,	with	various	steps	involving	passcodes,	but	then	you’re	free	and	clear,	ready	to	spend	the	day	going
inside	as	much	as	you	damn	well	please.	And,	let	me	assure	you,	it’s	worth	the	very	minor	irritation	of	going	through	the	rigmarole.NDSM	is	a	former	shipyard	turned	urban	cultural	hub	(Getty)Other	tourists	seem	to	think	so,	at	any	rate;	they	are	already	starting	to	flood	back	to	the	city	known	for	its	pre-pandemic	struggles	with	over-tourism.	The
good	news	is	that	escaping	the	herd	is	as	easy	as	it	ever	was.	Simply	head	away	from	the	Red	Light	District	and	seedier	section	of	Amsterdam’s	medieval	centre	in	any	direction	and	even	within	the	Grachtengordel	–	the	area	around	the	three	main	canals	of	Prinsengracht,	Keizersgracht	and	Herengracht	that	form	a	concentric	belt	around	the	city
centre	–	you’ll	find	yourself	cycling	on	sparsely	populated	paths	in	the	space	of	five	minutes.	Lined	by	the	prettiest	buildings	imaginable	and	bathed	in	soft	autumn	light,	they	make	me	feel	as	if	I’ve	stumbled	into	a	Dutch	Golden	Age	painting.Read	more:	Best	family	hotels	in	AmsterdamAmsterdam	has	lost	none	of	her	charm	and	even	several	cotton
buds	stuffed	up	the	nostril	can’t	tarnish	itCross	the	body	of	water	known	as	the	IJ	that	separates	Amsterdam	Noord	from	its	mainland	counterpart	and	things	get	even	quieter.	It’s	only	a	five-minute	(free)	ferry	ride	away	but	this	small	distance	is	enough	to	shake	off	the	crowds	and	enjoy	a	peaceful	exploration	of	this	formerly	down-at-heel
neighbourhood	–	now	the	coolest	kid	on	the	block.	I	lunch	at	Pllek,	Amsterdam’s	“largest	green	restaurant”,	which	champions	local,	sustainable	producers;	I	spend	an	absorbing	hour	and	a	half	at	STRAAT,	the	recently	opened	street	art	museum	that	displays	more	than	150	large-scale	works	from	some	of	the	most	talented	street	artists	in	the	world.
And,	before	I	know	it,	it’s	time	to	jump	on	a	train	at	Amsterdam	Centruum	Station	back	to	the	Hook	of	Holland	for	my	Stena	Line	return	ferry.I	feel,	if	anything,	even	more	fed	and	revitalised	than	I	normally	do	after	a	weekend	in	my	favourite	European	city.	After	two	years	apart,	Amsterdam	has	lost	none	of	her	charm	and	even	several	cotton	buds
stuffed	up	the	nostril	can’t	tarnish	it.Travel	essentialsGetting	thereStena	Line	offers	ferry	passage	between	Harwich,	Essex,	and	the	Hook	of	Holland	from	£49	one-way	for	foot	passengers	and	from	£59	for	one	adult	with	a	car.	The	company’s	“rail	and	sail”	package,	which	has	been	temporarily	suspended,	includes	onward	train	travel.	From	the	Hook
of	Holland,	it’s	a	20-minute	metro	ride	to	Schiedam	Central,	from	where	you	can	catch	a	70	mins	rail	journey	to	Amsterdam	Central.Staying	thereThe	trendy	and	centrally	located	Kimpton	de	Witt	has	a	“Ride	into	Fall”	package,	including	an	overnight	stay,	€50	(£43)	credit	to	spend	on	food	and	drink	in	the	hotel,	complimentary	use	of	the	hotel’s	bikes
and	access	to	a	pre-planned	bike	route	around	the	city.	From	£153;	available	until	30	November	2021.	kimptondewitthotel.com	We	just	named	Amsterdam	the	fifth	best	city	in	the	world,	based	on	the	results	of	our	annual	Time	Out	Index	survey.	And	so	who	better	to	tell	us	why	‘Dam	is	so	hot	right	now	than	Taco	Dibbits,	director	of	the	world-
famous	Rijksmuseum?	From	its	progressive	politics	to	its	dazzling	art	scene,	he	tells	us	why	he	loves	his	home	city.	Amsterdam’s	a	tolerant,	progressive	city	‘Since	the	sixteenth	century	Amsterdam	has	welcomed	immigrants	and,	along	with	them,	their	many	cultures	and	beliefs.	Nowadays,	Amsterdammers	work	hard	on	upholding	and	redefining
tolerance	as	one	of	the	city’s	essential	values.’	You	can	walk	or	get	around	by	bike	‘It’s	beautiful,	vibrant	and	bustling,	but	it’s	also	very	approachable	and	relaxed.	Because	it’s	small,	you	can	visit	everything	on	foot	and	by	bike,	and	there’s	always	something	going	on	or	somewhere	to	explore.’	It	comes	into	its	own	in	summer	‘With	summer	getting	into
full	swing,	there	are	so	many	great	exhibitions,	concerts	and	special	events	lined	up.	Think	cinema	under	the	stars,	nights	in	the	Botanical	Gardens	and	concerts	at	Artis	Zoo	and	on	the	canals	during	Grachtenfestival.’	Noordermarkt.	Photograph:	Picture	Partners	/	Shutterstock.com	The	food	scene	is	popping	off	‘On	Saturday	mornings	I	get	fresh
organic	products	from	Noordermarkt.	And	while	one	never	previously	thought	of	Amsterdam	as	a	city	of	restaurants	and	great	food,	this	has	changed	radically	–	there	are	now	so	many	great	places	worth	trying.	Dine	at	RIJKS,	our	Michelin-star	restaurant	(Amsterdam	now	has	19	Michelin-starred	restaurants!)	or	Café	Caron	in	De	Pijp.	The	food	scene
really	highlights	Amsterdam’s	cultural	diversity	too,	with	great	places	such	as	Bacalar	(Mexican),	the	classic	Sama	Sebo	(Indonesian),	Shah	Jahan	(Indian),	Lalla	Rookh	(Surinamese)	and	De	Hapjeshoek	(Surinamese).	‘If	I’m	with	friends	or	family,	I	often	visit	Café	de	Ceuvel	in	Noord.	On	a	warm	summer	day,	we	bring	our	swimsuits	and	take	a	dive.
One	thing	the	Dutch	are	famous	for	is	apple	pie,	and	you’ll	find	the	best	at	a	café	called	Waargenoegen	in	Noord’s	Neef	Louis	vintage	design	store.’	...	and	there’s	always	loads	of	art	to	see	‘An	important	part	of	Dutch	history	is	to	be	found	in	the	Jewish	Cultural	Quarter.	Next	year	the	National	Holocaust	Museum	will	open	in	the	area,	while	the
Portuguese	synagogue	and	the	Jewish	Museum	are	worth	visiting	to	learn	about	Amsterdam’s	Jewish	heritage.	‘Bijlmer’s	OSCAM	is	an	interesting	new	contemporary	art	space	that	specialises	in	youth	subcultures.	And	always	plan	day	trips	to	experience	the	Netherlands	fully!	I’m	really	fond	of	the	beautiful	Kröller-Müller	Museum	in	the	Veluwe
National	Park	–	they	have	an	incredible	sculpture	garden	and	van	Gogh	collection.	Also,	Museum	de	Pont	in	Tilburg	has	an	amazing	international	collection	of	art	from	the	likes	of	Anish	Kapoor,	Marlene	Dumas,	Rineke	Dijkstra	and	Sophie	Calle.’	Amsterdam	Pride.	Photograph:	Ivo	Antonie	de	Rooij	/	Shutterstock.com	2022	has	heaps	of	cultural
highlights	in	store	‘In	the	autumn,	the	Rijksmuseum	will	present	two	great	exhibitions.	One	is	called	‘Clara’,	about	an	eighteenth-century	rhinoceros	who	grew	to	be	the	most	famous	in	history.	The	other	is	‘Crawly	Creatures’,	an	exhibition	which	explores	the	appreciation	of	little	creatures	such	as	toads,	lizards	and	spiders	in	art	and	science,	featuring
work	by	artists	such	as	Albrecht	Dürer,	Peter	Paul	Rubens,	and	Maria	Sibylla	Merian.	‘ADE	–	Amsterdam	Dance	Event	–	is	one	of	the	biggest	EDM	festivals	in	the	world,	with	many	artists	playing	all	over	the	city.	In	August,	we	celebrate	love	with	hundreds	of	thousands	of	people	during	Pride	–	we	are	incredibly	proud	as	Amsterdammers	to	celebrate
Pride	together	as	one.	And	November	brings	Museumnacht	–	museum	night	–	when	almost	every	museum	in	Amsterdam	opens	long	into	the	night.	Imagine	seeing	a	Frans	Hals	painting	while	dancing!’	Interview	by	Derek	Robertson.	Discover	our	full	ranking	of	the	53	best	cities	in	the	world	for	2022.	As	a	born	Amsterdammer,	I	know	the	city	like	the
back	of	my	hand.	I	love	this	city,	and	so	I	like	to	share	my	love	for	it	with	others.	I	do	that	through	my	city	tours,	but	also	through	this	article.	But	what	is	Amsterdam	known	for?Amsterdam	is	known	for	its	beautiful	canals,	quirky	architecture,	rich	history,	museums,	Anne	Frank,	Dutch	art,	coffeeshops,	diverse	cultures,	and	the	Red	Light	District.
Because	of	this,	Amsterdam	is	visited	by	millions	of	tourists	each	year.If	you	are	looking	for	a	city	that	pulls	you	in	with	its	art,	charm,	grace,	and	beauty,	look	no	further	than	Amsterdam.	Don’t	believe	me?	Let’s	look	at	what	makes	Amsterdam	so	great	and	why	it	is	visited	by	more	than	9	million	tourists	each	year.When	talking	about	what	makes	a	city
famous,	we	have	to	look	at	exactly	what	sights,	histories,	and	cultural	influences	the	city	has.Amsterdam	has	no	shortage	of	all	of	these	for	us	to	explore.	And	yes,	before	we	get	started,	Amsterdam	is	far	more	than	just	a	layover	spot	for	backpackers	to	grab	some	“green.”This	has	everything	to	do	with	what	Amsterdam	has	to	offer	for	tourists	and
what	makes	it	worthwhile	for	people	to	visit	the	capital	of	the	Netherlands.Amsterdam	is	a	relatively	compact	city	in	terms	of	land	coverage	to	population	density.	In	just	219	sq	km	(84	sq	mi),	over	838,000	people	live	and	thrive	in	the	city.But	this	isn’t	the	most	impressive	stat.The	most	impressive	feature	of	Amsterdam	is	that	within	the	confines	of
this	city,	there	are	over	50	museums,	many	of	them	world-famous!This	means	there	is	nearly	one	museum	for	every	0.25	sq	km	(0.09	sq	mi).	That	is	absolutely	insane!This	is	what	makes	Amsterdam	the	cultural	capital	of	the	entire	region.The	city	is	bursting	at	the	seams	with	art,	history,	and	culture	to	be	experienced	and	learned.	From	the	real-life
Anne	Frank	House	to	the	world-renowned	Rijksmuseum	and	even	the	Van	Gogh	museum,	which	houses	the	largest	collection	of	Van	Gogh	paintings	on	earth,	you	will	find	it	all	here.But	the	culture	doesn’t	end	there.Amsterdam	is	not	only	a	center	for	cultural	and	historical	remembrance.	It	is	a	living	and	breathing	cultural	melting	pot.In	Amsterdam,
over	170	distinct	nationalities	live	together	and	coexist.	In	the	entire	world,	only	a	few	cities	have	more	different	nationalities.	This	makes	Amsterdam	one	of	the	most	culturally	diverse	places	on	earth.You	will	notice	this	in	the	food,	music,	art,	and	people	you	meet	on	every	corner.	Amsterdam	is	famous	for	its	varied	cultural	experience!Amsterdam	is
an	incredibly	charming	city	to	visit.The	beautiful	17th-century	Golden	Age	architecture	paired	with	the	intricate	canal	systems	makes	central	Amsterdam	one	of	the	most	amazing	cities	in	the	world.It	leaves	you	feeling	like	you	took	a	step	back	in	time,	to	a	place	outside	of	this	era	completely.The	canals	of	Amsterdam	are	some	of	the	most	romantic
and	beautiful	in	the	world.While	Venice	is	known	as	the	city	with	the	most	beautiful	canals,	we	should	also	definitely	not	forget	Amsterdam.	This	is	also	why	Amsterdam	has	been	nicknamed	Venice	of	the	North.You	can	walk	for	miles	along	the	beautiful	and	famous	canals	or	sit	on	the	dock	with	a	bottle	of	wine	to	watch	the	boats	go	by.	Of	course,	you
can	also	take	a	boat	tour	and	enjoy	the	city’s	beauty	from	the	water.You	can	enjoy	Amsterdam	in	many	different	ways:Aside	from	the	beautiful	architecture	and	canals,	the	local	people	are	mostly	very	friendly.If	you	are	looking	for	something,	they	are	willing	to	help	you	and	do	this	in	excellent	English.	This	is	because	the	Dutch	people	are	known	for
talking	many	foreign	languages.But	I	must	also	say	that	not	all	Amsterdam	residents	are	happy	with	the	many	tourists.	Because	of	the	many	tourists,	there	is	also	a	regular	nuisance	for	local	residents.Yes,	yes,	I	know	I	can’t	avoid	it.	We	have	to	talk	about	the	quirky	features	of	Amsterdam	at	some	point.	At	least,	if	we	want	to	discuss	everything
Amsterdam	is	known	for.Because,	in	its	own	way,	Amsterdam	is	famous	for	being	a	very	quirky	city	all	around.Most	notoriously,	Amsterdam	is	famous	for	what	you	​can​	do	rather	than	what	you	can’t.	This	is	why	Amsterdam	got	nicknamed	the	City	of	Sin.You	see,	authorities	in	Amsterdam	long	ago	decided	that	it	was	best	to	allow	the	people	certain
pleasures,	so	long	as	no	one	was	getting	hurt.This	included	the	use	of	soft	drugs	like	marijuana	and	prostitution.This	led	to	the	rise	of	coffeeshops	and	the	Red	Light	District.	But	rest	assured,	Amsterdam	is	not	a	city	of	evil!	For	most	people,	these	places	are	just	there	and	are	not	looked	at	strangely.However,	the	fact	remains	that	Amsterdam	has	a	bit
of	a	quirky	side.You	can	roll	up	a	joint	at	a	coffeeshop	or	go	and	meet	a	legal	sex	worker	in	the	red	light	district.	Take	that,	Las	Vegas!The	city’s	cleanliness	is	another	area	in	which	Amsterdam	is	world-renowned	and	famous.	From	its	appearance	to	its	actual	eco-friendly	nature	of	it.Amsterdam	is	famous	for	being	incredibly	conscious	of	its
surroundings	and	their	impact	on	the	world.	Amsterdam	ranks	5th	among	the	most	eco-friendly	cities	for	working	people.This	is	partly	due	to	the	many	cycling	and	walking	to	work,	the	high	number	of	vegetarian	and	vegan	eateries,	renewable	energy,	and	the	many	techniques	used	to	be	environmentally	friendly.For	example,	58%	of	Amsterdam
residents	go	to	work	on	foot	or	bike	each	day.	This	is	also	why	Amsterdam	is	one	of	the	most	bike-friendly	cities	in	the	entire	world.But	Amsterdam	is	not	satisfied	with	this.For	example,	the	city	wants	to	emit	95%	less	CO2	by	2050,	and	80%	of	the	houses	must	run	on	sustainable	energy	by	2030.Another	good	example	is	the	quality	of	the	water	in	the
Amsterdam	canals.In	the	past,	the	sewers	even	ran	into	the	canals,	and	people	got	sick	from	the	water.	This	has	improved	enormously	in	the	last	decades.Nowadays,	water	is	pumped	from	the	IJsselmeer	through	the	canals,	dramatically	improving	water	quality.	This	makes	it	possible	to	swim	through	the	canals,	which	is	also	done	annually	for	a	good
cause.In	this	way,	Amsterdam	tries	to	remain	one	of	the	most	eco-friendly	cities	in	the	world.	Many	cities	worldwide	could	take	an	example	from	this.As	we	discussed	above,	Amsterdam	is	famous	for	its	culture	and	architecture.	This	means	that	there	are	plenty	of	unique	places	to	see	and	experience	when	you	are	there.The	city	has	some	incredibly
famous	landmarks	that	visitors	from	around	the	world	go	out	of	their	way	to	see.	Here	are	just	a	few!Otherwise	known	as	the	“Dam,”	this	massive	central	city	square	is	where	it	all	happens.Here	you	will	find	festivals,	shops,	street	performers,	and	breathtaking	architecture	surrounding	you.	The	Dam	Square	is	a	must-see	for	everyone	visiting
Amsterdam	and	is	one	of	the	city’s	most	famous	sights.The	famous	“Dam	Square”	in	Amsterdam:The	Diary	of	Anne	Frank	is	a	heartbreaking	tale	of	a	young	Jewish	girl	hiding	from	Nazi	persecution	during	WWII.	That	girl	lived	in	Amsterdam,	right	on	the	canal	in	this	famous	canal	house.She	penned	much	of	her	diary	in	this	house	and	lived	in	the
‘secret	annex’	hideaway	for	over	two	years.	This	home	is	now	a	world-famous	museum	and	is	one	place	every	visitor	to	Amsterdam	must	see	and	experience.The	Rijksmuseum	is	among	the	most	famous	museums	in	the	entire	world.	Here	in	this	19th-century	complex,	you	will	find	some	of	the	most	famous	European	masterpieces	of	the	ages.You	will	be
able	to	see	such	paintings	as	​“The	Night	Watch”​	by	Rembrandt	van	Rijn,	The	‘​Self-Portrait’	by	Vincent	Van	Gogh​,	and	​“The	Battle	of	Waterloo”	​by	Jan	Willem	Pieneman.If	you	are	a	bibliophile,	you	will	also	love	visiting	this	museum	because	it	is	home	to	35000	old	books	and	manuscripts.	It	also	houses	a	collection	of	medieval	sculptors	and	traditional
handicrafts.This	museum	of	art	is	home	to	some	of	the	most	breathtaking	works	of	human	history	and	must	be	seen	to	be	believed.	It	may	be	the	most	famous	place	in	all	of	Amsterdam.One	of	the	country’s	top	attractions	is	the	museum	dedicated	to	the	most	revered	painter	of	the	Netherlands,	Vincent	van	Gogh.Established	in	1972,	this	museum
exhibits	the	exceptional	artistry	of	the	artist.	In	this	museum,	you	will	find	200	paintings,	500	sketches,	and	700	letters	from	Van	Gogh.	Moreover,	you	will	see	a	colorful	multimedia	presentation	of	Van	Gogh’s	life.		The	Royal	Palace	of	Amsterdam	was	built	in	1648.	Ancient	Rome	inspires	its	classical	architecture.The	Council	hall	is	the	most	beautiful
and	largest	room	in	the	Palace.	It	is	one	of	Europe’s	best	staterooms.	The	ceilings	of	the	Palace	are	painted	by	Rembrandt’s	pupils,	Govert	Flinck	and	Ferdinand	Bol.	I	mentioned	it	briefly,	but	the	Red	Light	District	is,	of	course,	one	of	the	most	famous	tourist	attractions	in	Amsterdam.Although	most	Dutch	people	are	not	surprised	by	this
neighborhood,	it	remains	strange	for	many	tourists.Where	the	Red	Light	District	once	began	as	a	service,	so	to	speak,	it	has	now	become	a	real	attraction.	This	is	not	necessarily	a	positive	development.First	of	all,	the	ladies	are	just	there	to	do	their	jobs	and	not	to	be	seen	as	some	kind	of	zoo	animal.	So	I	want	to	emphasize	that	when	you	walk	the	Red
Light	District,	treat	the	people	who	work	there	with	respect.Moreover,	tourists	cause	a	lot	of	nuisance	in	the	Red	Light	District.	First,	because	it	is	simply	too	crowded,	but	also	because	of	excessive	alcohol	and	drug	use.The	Skinny	Bridge	is	one	of	Amsterdam’s	most	iconic	bridges.	This	bridge	over	the	Amstel	River	connects	two	parts	of	the	city.It	is
especially	recommended	to	come	to	this	place	in	the	dark.	This	is	because	the	bridge	is	then	beautifully	illuminated	with	hundreds	of	lights.This	makes	it	one	of	the	most	photographed	places	in	Amsterdam.The	Jordaan	is	probably	the	most	famous	neighborhood	in	Amsterdam.	It	is	a	romantic	neighborhood	with	beautiful	houses.	Surrounded	by
numerous	canals,	the	Jordaan	used	to	be	known	as	a	real	working-class	neighborhood.Today	it	is	one	of	the	most	popular	and	hip	neighborhoods	in	the	city.	You	can	stroll	through	it	and	experience	the	real	old	Amsterdam.Rembrandt	van	Rijn,	even	people	who	don’t	like	art	know	this	name.	This	museum,	named	after	the	Dutch	painter,	is	located	in	his
old	house.That	alone	should	be	reason	enough	for	an	art	lover	to	visit	this	museum.	But	in	addition,	this	museum	has	a	wonderful	collection,	which	every	art	lover	dreams	of.On	display	are	not	only	works	by	Rembrandt	himself	but	also	by	his	many	pupils.This	museum	is	well	worth	a	visit	for	its	art,	but	also	for	the	history	of	the	building	in	which	it	is
located.LEARN	MORE	ABOUT	AMSTERDAM?Then	please	check	out	the	following	articles:-	Why	Is	Amsterdam	Called	The	Venice	Of	The	North?-	Why	Is	Amsterdam	The	City	Of	Sin?-	Why	Is	Amsterdam	The	Capital	Of	The	Netherlands?-	45	Interesting	Facts	About	Amsterdam	(Fully	Explained)-	12	Best	Amsterdam	Canals	Facts	You	Didn’t	Know	We
just	named	Amsterdam	the	fifth	best	city	in	the	world,	based	on	the	results	of	our	annual	Time	Out	Index	survey.	And	so	who	better	to	tell	us	why	‘Dam	is	so	hot	right	now	than	Taco	Dibbits,	director	of	the	world-famous	Rijksmuseum?	From	its	progressive	politics	to	its	dazzling	art	scene,	he	tells	us	why	he	loves	his	home	city.	Amsterdam’s	a	tolerant,
progressive	city	‘Since	the	sixteenth	century	Amsterdam	has	welcomed	immigrants	and,	along	with	them,	their	many	cultures	and	beliefs.	Nowadays,	Amsterdammers	work	hard	on	upholding	and	redefining	tolerance	as	one	of	the	city’s	essential	values.’	You	can	walk	or	get	around	by	bike	‘It’s	beautiful,	vibrant	and	bustling,	but	it’s	also	very
approachable	and	relaxed.	Because	it’s	small,	you	can	visit	everything	on	foot	and	by	bike,	and	there’s	always	something	going	on	or	somewhere	to	explore.’	It	comes	into	its	own	in	summer	‘With	summer	getting	into	full	swing,	there	are	so	many	great	exhibitions,	concerts	and	special	events	lined	up.	Think	cinema	under	the	stars,	nights	in	the
Botanical	Gardens	and	concerts	at	Artis	Zoo	and	on	the	canals	during	Grachtenfestival.’	Noordermarkt.	Photograph:	Picture	Partners	/	Shutterstock.com	The	food	scene	is	popping	off	‘On	Saturday	mornings	I	get	fresh	organic	products	from	Noordermarkt.	And	while	one	never	previously	thought	of	Amsterdam	as	a	city	of	restaurants	and	great	food,
this	has	changed	radically	–	there	are	now	so	many	great	places	worth	trying.	Dine	at	RIJKS,	our	Michelin-star	restaurant	(Amsterdam	now	has	19	Michelin-starred	restaurants!)	or	Café	Caron	in	De	Pijp.	The	food	scene	really	highlights	Amsterdam’s	cultural	diversity	too,	with	great	places	such	as	Bacalar	(Mexican),	the	classic	Sama	Sebo
(Indonesian),	Shah	Jahan	(Indian),	Lalla	Rookh	(Surinamese)	and	De	Hapjeshoek	(Surinamese).	‘If	I’m	with	friends	or	family,	I	often	visit	Café	de	Ceuvel	in	Noord.	On	a	warm	summer	day,	we	bring	our	swimsuits	and	take	a	dive.	One	thing	the	Dutch	are	famous	for	is	apple	pie,	and	you’ll	find	the	best	at	a	café	called	Waargenoegen	in	Noord’s	Neef
Louis	vintage	design	store.’	...	and	there’s	always	loads	of	art	to	see	‘An	important	part	of	Dutch	history	is	to	be	found	in	the	Jewish	Cultural	Quarter.	Next	year	the	National	Holocaust	Museum	will	open	in	the	area,	while	the	Portuguese	synagogue	and	the	Jewish	Museum	are	worth	visiting	to	learn	about	Amsterdam’s	Jewish	heritage.	‘Bijlmer’s
OSCAM	is	an	interesting	new	contemporary	art	space	that	specialises	in	youth	subcultures.	And	always	plan	day	trips	to	experience	the	Netherlands	fully!	I’m	really	fond	of	the	beautiful	Kröller-Müller	Museum	in	the	Veluwe	National	Park	–	they	have	an	incredible	sculpture	garden	and	van	Gogh	collection.	Also,	Museum	de	Pont	in	Tilburg	has	an
amazing	international	collection	of	art	from	the	likes	of	Anish	Kapoor,	Marlene	Dumas,	Rineke	Dijkstra	and	Sophie	Calle.’	Amsterdam	Pride.	Photograph:	Ivo	Antonie	de	Rooij	/	Shutterstock.com	2022	has	heaps	of	cultural	highlights	in	store	‘In	the	autumn,	the	Rijksmuseum	will	present	two	great	exhibitions.	One	is	called	‘Clara’,	about	an	eighteenth-
century	rhinoceros	who	grew	to	be	the	most	famous	in	history.	The	other	is	‘Crawly	Creatures’,	an	exhibition	which	explores	the	appreciation	of	little	creatures	such	as	toads,	lizards	and	spiders	in	art	and	science,	featuring	work	by	artists	such	as	Albrecht	Dürer,	Peter	Paul	Rubens,	and	Maria	Sibylla	Merian.	‘ADE	–	Amsterdam	Dance	Event	–	is	one	of
the	biggest	EDM	festivals	in	the	world,	with	many	artists	playing	all	over	the	city.	In	August,	we	celebrate	love	with	hundreds	of	thousands	of	people	during	Pride	–	we	are	incredibly	proud	as	Amsterdammers	to	celebrate	Pride	together	as	one.	And	November	brings	Museumnacht	–	museum	night	–	when	almost	every	museum	in	Amsterdam	opens
long	into	the	night.	Imagine	seeing	a	Frans	Hals	painting	while	dancing!’	Interview	by	Derek	Robertson.	Discover	our	full	ranking	of	the	53	best	cities	in	the	world	for	2022.	We	just	named	Amsterdam	the	fifth	best	city	in	the	world,	based	on	the	results	of	our	annual	Time	Out	Index	survey.	And	so	who	better	to	tell	us	why	‘Dam	is	so	hot	right	now
than	Taco	Dibbits,	director	of	the	world-famous	Rijksmuseum?	From	its	progressive	politics	to	its	dazzling	art	scene,	he	tells	us	why	he	loves	his	home	city.	Amsterdam’s	a	tolerant,	progressive	city	‘Since	the	sixteenth	century	Amsterdam	has	welcomed	immigrants	and,	along	with	them,	their	many	cultures	and	beliefs.	Nowadays,	Amsterdammers
work	hard	on	upholding	and	redefining	tolerance	as	one	of	the	city’s	essential	values.’	You	can	walk	or	get	around	by	bike	‘It’s	beautiful,	vibrant	and	bustling,	but	it’s	also	very	approachable	and	relaxed.	Because	it’s	small,	you	can	visit	everything	on	foot	and	by	bike,	and	there’s	always	something	going	on	or	somewhere	to	explore.’	It	comes	into	its
own	in	summer	‘With	summer	getting	into	full	swing,	there	are	so	many	great	exhibitions,	concerts	and	special	events	lined	up.	Think	cinema	under	the	stars,	nights	in	the	Botanical	Gardens	and	concerts	at	Artis	Zoo	and	on	the	canals	during	Grachtenfestival.’	Noordermarkt.	Photograph:	Picture	Partners	/	Shutterstock.com	The	food	scene	is	popping
off	‘On	Saturday	mornings	I	get	fresh	organic	products	from	Noordermarkt.	And	while	one	never	previously	thought	of	Amsterdam	as	a	city	of	restaurants	and	great	food,	this	has	changed	radically	–	there	are	now	so	many	great	places	worth	trying.	Dine	at	RIJKS,	our	Michelin-star	restaurant	(Amsterdam	now	has	19	Michelin-starred	restaurants!)	or
Café	Caron	in	De	Pijp.	The	food	scene	really	highlights	Amsterdam’s	cultural	diversity	too,	with	great	places	such	as	Bacalar	(Mexican),	the	classic	Sama	Sebo	(Indonesian),	Shah	Jahan	(Indian),	Lalla	Rookh	(Surinamese)	and	De	Hapjeshoek	(Surinamese).	‘If	I’m	with	friends	or	family,	I	often	visit	Café	de	Ceuvel	in	Noord.	On	a	warm	summer	day,	we
bring	our	swimsuits	and	take	a	dive.	One	thing	the	Dutch	are	famous	for	is	apple	pie,	and	you’ll	find	the	best	at	a	café	called	Waargenoegen	in	Noord’s	Neef	Louis	vintage	design	store.’	...	and	there’s	always	loads	of	art	to	see	‘An	important	part	of	Dutch	history	is	to	be	found	in	the	Jewish	Cultural	Quarter.	Next	year	the	National	Holocaust	Museum
will	open	in	the	area,	while	the	Portuguese	synagogue	and	the	Jewish	Museum	are	worth	visiting	to	learn	about	Amsterdam’s	Jewish	heritage.	‘Bijlmer’s	OSCAM	is	an	interesting	new	contemporary	art	space	that	specialises	in	youth	subcultures.	And	always	plan	day	trips	to	experience	the	Netherlands	fully!	I’m	really	fond	of	the	beautiful	Kröller-
Müller	Museum	in	the	Veluwe	National	Park	–	they	have	an	incredible	sculpture	garden	and	van	Gogh	collection.	Also,	Museum	de	Pont	in	Tilburg	has	an	amazing	international	collection	of	art	from	the	likes	of	Anish	Kapoor,	Marlene	Dumas,	Rineke	Dijkstra	and	Sophie	Calle.’	Amsterdam	Pride.	Photograph:	Ivo	Antonie	de	Rooij	/	Shutterstock.com
2022	has	heaps	of	cultural	highlights	in	store	‘In	the	autumn,	the	Rijksmuseum	will	present	two	great	exhibitions.	One	is	called	‘Clara’,	about	an	eighteenth-century	rhinoceros	who	grew	to	be	the	most	famous	in	history.	The	other	is	‘Crawly	Creatures’,	an	exhibition	which	explores	the	appreciation	of	little	creatures	such	as	toads,	lizards	and	spiders
in	art	and	science,	featuring	work	by	artists	such	as	Albrecht	Dürer,	Peter	Paul	Rubens,	and	Maria	Sibylla	Merian.	‘ADE	–	Amsterdam	Dance	Event	–	is	one	of	the	biggest	EDM	festivals	in	the	world,	with	many	artists	playing	all	over	the	city.	In	August,	we	celebrate	love	with	hundreds	of	thousands	of	people	during	Pride	–	we	are	incredibly	proud	as
Amsterdammers	to	celebrate	Pride	together	as	one.	And	November	brings	Museumnacht	–	museum	night	–	when	almost	every	museum	in	Amsterdam	opens	long	into	the	night.	Imagine	seeing	a	Frans	Hals	painting	while	dancing!’	Interview	by	Derek	Robertson.	Discover	our	full	ranking	of	the	53	best	cities	in	the	world	for	2022.	We	just	named
Amsterdam	the	fifth	best	city	in	the	world,	based	on	the	results	of	our	annual	Time	Out	Index	survey.	And	so	who	better	to	tell	us	why	‘Dam	is	so	hot	right	now	than	Taco	Dibbits,	director	of	the	world-famous	Rijksmuseum?	From	its	progressive	politics	to	its	dazzling	art	scene,	he	tells	us	why	he	loves	his	home	city.	Amsterdam’s	a	tolerant,
progressive	city	‘Since	the	sixteenth	century	Amsterdam	has	welcomed	immigrants	and,	along	with	them,	their	many	cultures	and	beliefs.	Nowadays,	Amsterdammers	work	hard	on	upholding	and	redefining	tolerance	as	one	of	the	city’s	essential	values.’	You	can	walk	or	get	around	by	bike	‘It’s	beautiful,	vibrant	and	bustling,	but	it’s	also	very
approachable	and	relaxed.	Because	it’s	small,	you	can	visit	everything	on	foot	and	by	bike,	and	there’s	always	something	going	on	or	somewhere	to	explore.’	It	comes	into	its	own	in	summer	‘With	summer	getting	into	full	swing,	there	are	so	many	great	exhibitions,	concerts	and	special	events	lined	up.	Think	cinema	under	the	stars,	nights	in	the
Botanical	Gardens	and	concerts	at	Artis	Zoo	and	on	the	canals	during	Grachtenfestival.’	Noordermarkt.	Photograph:	Picture	Partners	/	Shutterstock.com	The	food	scene	is	popping	off	‘On	Saturday	mornings	I	get	fresh	organic	products	from	Noordermarkt.	And	while	one	never	previously	thought	of	Amsterdam	as	a	city	of	restaurants	and	great	food,
this	has	changed	radically	–	there	are	now	so	many	great	places	worth	trying.	Dine	at	RIJKS,	our	Michelin-star	restaurant	(Amsterdam	now	has	19	Michelin-starred	restaurants!)	or	Café	Caron	in	De	Pijp.	The	food	scene	really	highlights	Amsterdam’s	cultural	diversity	too,	with	great	places	such	as	Bacalar	(Mexican),	the	classic	Sama	Sebo
(Indonesian),	Shah	Jahan	(Indian),	Lalla	Rookh	(Surinamese)	and	De	Hapjeshoek	(Surinamese).	‘If	I’m	with	friends	or	family,	I	often	visit	Café	de	Ceuvel	in	Noord.	On	a	warm	summer	day,	we	bring	our	swimsuits	and	take	a	dive.	One	thing	the	Dutch	are	famous	for	is	apple	pie,	and	you’ll	find	the	best	at	a	café	called	Waargenoegen	in	Noord’s	Neef
Louis	vintage	design	store.’	...	and	there’s	always	loads	of	art	to	see	‘An	important	part	of	Dutch	history	is	to	be	found	in	the	Jewish	Cultural	Quarter.	Next	year	the	National	Holocaust	Museum	will	open	in	the	area,	while	the	Portuguese	synagogue	and	the	Jewish	Museum	are	worth	visiting	to	learn	about	Amsterdam’s	Jewish	heritage.	‘Bijlmer’s
OSCAM	is	an	interesting	new	contemporary	art	space	that	specialises	in	youth	subcultures.	And	always	plan	day	trips	to	experience	the	Netherlands	fully!	I’m	really	fond	of	the	beautiful	Kröller-Müller	Museum	in	the	Veluwe	National	Park	–	they	have	an	incredible	sculpture	garden	and	van	Gogh	collection.	Also,	Museum	de	Pont	in	Tilburg	has	an
amazing	international	collection	of	art	from	the	likes	of	Anish	Kapoor,	Marlene	Dumas,	Rineke	Dijkstra	and	Sophie	Calle.’	Amsterdam	Pride.	Photograph:	Ivo	Antonie	de	Rooij	/	Shutterstock.com	2022	has	heaps	of	cultural	highlights	in	store	‘In	the	autumn,	the	Rijksmuseum	will	present	two	great	exhibitions.	One	is	called	‘Clara’,	about	an	eighteenth-
century	rhinoceros	who	grew	to	be	the	most	famous	in	history.	The	other	is	‘Crawly	Creatures’,	an	exhibition	which	explores	the	appreciation	of	little	creatures	such	as	toads,	lizards	and	spiders	in	art	and	science,	featuring	work	by	artists	such	as	Albrecht	Dürer,	Peter	Paul	Rubens,	and	Maria	Sibylla	Merian.	‘ADE	–	Amsterdam	Dance	Event	–	is	one	of
the	biggest	EDM	festivals	in	the	world,	with	many	artists	playing	all	over	the	city.	In	August,	we	celebrate	love	with	hundreds	of	thousands	of	people	during	Pride	–	we	are	incredibly	proud	as	Amsterdammers	to	celebrate	Pride	together	as	one.	And	November	brings	Museumnacht	–	museum	night	–	when	almost	every	museum	in	Amsterdam	opens
long	into	the	night.	Imagine	seeing	a	Frans	Hals	painting	while	dancing!’	Interview	by	Derek	Robertson.	Discover	our	full	ranking	of	the	53	best	cities	in	the	world	for	2022.	Within	one	minute	of	stepping	out	of	our	taxi	upon	arriving	at	our	flat	in	Amsterdam	Zuid,	we	decided	we	wanted	to	move	here.	Amsterdam	is	a	wonderfully	dynamic	and	diverse
city	–	as	the	capital	of	the	Kingdom	of	the	Netherlands,	Amsterdam	brings	together	a	diverse	array	of	ethnic	cultures,	cuisines	from	all	around	the	world,	interesting	people,	and	an	endless	plethora	of	cultural,	historical	and	fun	things	to	do!		We	visited	during	the	month	of	July,	and	were	delighted	to	find	that	it	is	entirely	possible	to	find	a	European
city	that	doesn’t	experience	blistering	heat	waves	like	most	of	the	South	of	Europe	does	during	the	summer.	In	fact,	we	experienced	nearly	all	four	seasons	in	one	day	most	of	the	days	we	were	there	(pro	tip	–	do	not	rely	on	the	weather	app	in	Amsterdam	–	it	will	prove	you	wrong.)	We	experienced	nights	in	the	low	60’s	and	highs	in	the	mid-70’s	F,
though	we	also	got	caught	in	some	torrential	downpours	of	sideways	rain	and	wind	even	when	it	called	for	zero	percent	chance	of	rain.	Always	be	prepared	with	layers	and	an	umbrella,	as	it	can	be	sunny	and	warm	for	half	an	hour	and	then	within	two	minutes,	dark	clouds	will	roll	in,	it	will	feel	like	it’s	8PM	at	12	noon,	and	the	wind	will	howl.	Luckily,
storms	seemed	to	pass	quickly.	My	husband,	Sasha	and	I	have	spent	quite	a	bit	of	time	traveling	and	living	in	Europe,	so	we	have	visited	a	decent	amount	of	European	cities.	So	for	us	to	say	that	Amsterdam	is	our	FAVORITE	European	city,	it’s	a	big	statement!	Below	I	will	list	15	reasons	we	(and	so	many	others!)	think	that	Amsterdam	is	one	of	the
best	cities	in	Europe!	*If	you’ll	be	visiting	Europe,	have	a	look	through	my	European	archives	for	helpful	blog	posts	all	around	the	continent!*	In	this	blog	post	I	will	cover	the	following:	Great	things	to	do	in	Amsterdam	and	fun	facts	about	the	city	Delicious	places	to	eat	in	Amsterdam	Recommendations	for	traveling	in	Amsterdam	with	kids		This	is	one
of	the	aspects	that	makes	this	canal	city	so	charming.	The	biking	and	pedestrian	infrastructure	is	truly	remarkable	with	bike	lanes	clearly	painted	in	a	rusted	red	color.	There	are	three	different	light	sections	when	you	cross	a	pedestrian	crosswalk	here	–	one	for	bicycles,	one	for	the	city	tram,	and	one	for	cars.	Locals	have	little	patience	for	tourists
who	are	not	paying	attention,	so	be	aware	of	your	surroundings	and	watch	your	small	children,	as	bicyclists	go	very	fast.	Not	only	is	the	city	accessible	by	bike,	it’s	very	pedestrian	friendly	and	well	thought	out.	Whether	you’re	on	a	boat	cruising	through	the	canal,	on	a	bike	whizzing	by,	or	taking	a	casual	walking	stroll,	getting	around	Amsterdam	is
easy	and	stress-free.	In	early	July,	children	are	still	in	school	(their	summer	holiday	begins	later	than	in	other	parts	of	Europe),	so	we	got	to	see	how	parents	commute	their	children	to	school	every	day	–	in	the	front	of	a	bike,	of	course!	This	type	of	bicycle	was	the	most	commonly	seen	method	of	transportation	for	families	in	Amsterdam,	and	I	wish
cities	in	the	U.S.	would	catch	on	to	this,	as	it’s	a	brilliant	and	environmentally	friendly	way	to	bring	your	kids	to	school	rather	than	driving.	We	even	saw	a	few	bicyclists	carrying	a	grown	adult	in	the	front	carriage!	The	tram	runs	through	the	city	and	costs	just	a	few	euros	each	direction.	You	can	simply	scan	your	phone	payment	or	credit	card,	but	be
sure	to	scan	it	twice	–	once	when	you	enter	and	once	when	you	exit,	as	the	length	of	your	trip	is	what	determines	the	cost.	There’s	also	a	free	three-minute	ferry	to	take	you	to	the	Northern	part	of	Amsterdam	(called	Amsterdam	Noord),	and	that’s	an	experience	in	itself	that	you	shouldn’t	miss!	(More	on	Amsterdam	Noord	later	in	this	post.)	This	was
the	highlight	of	our	entire	trip,	and	an	experience	I	won’t	forget!	We	rented	e-bikes	in	the	city	center	from	A-Bike	Rental	Tours	(make	sure	you	bring	150	euro	cash	for	the	deposit,	which	they	return	to	you	when	you	get	back,	assuming	no	damage	was	done.)	We	felt	like	locals	as	we	navigated	the	bike	paths	in	the	city	(which,	I’ll	admit,	was	a	bit
stressful	at	first!)	But	soon	it	all	felt	like	a	well	choreographed	dance,	as	bicyclists	weaved	around	one	another,	passed	on	the	left	(without	a	bell	or	using	their	voice.)	I	guess	in	Amsterdam	there	are	just	so	many	bikers	and	so	many	people	pass,	it	would	be	obnoxious	to	use	the	bell	all	the	time.	Another	thing	I	found	interesting	is	that	barely	anybody
wears	helmets	–	even	children!	It	seems	that	helmet	wearing	is	an	American	thing,	because	we	continue	to	see	this	all	over	the	world	–	cycling	and	motorcycling	without	helmets	–	yikes!	The	bike	ride	out	of	the	city	and	into	the	countryside	is	lovely	and	easy	to	navigate	with	Google	Maps	(they	provide	a	cell	phone	holder	for	your	bicycle).	When	you



enter	Zaanse	Schans,	you	will	suddenly	smell	the	incredible	aroma	of	chocolate.	Why?	There	is	a	cacao	processing	plant	along	the	river,	which	makes	the	entire	town	smell	of	chocolate.	It	felt	very	ala	Willy	Wonka	and	I	half	expected	giant	blueberries	to	suddenly	appear	and	start	dancing	before	our	eyes.	Here	you	can	walk	through	the	fields	and	even
get	to	see	how	the	locals	live;	a	serene	and	lovely	experience.	Be	sure	to	try	a	smoked	salmon	or	smoked	herring	sandwich	from	the	nice	married	couple	with	a	stand	along	the	pedestrian	path!	Entry	into	Zaanse	Schans	is	free,	though	you	can	purchase	tickets	to	the	various	museums	on	site.	Entry	into	the	clog	museum	and	cheese	shop	(where	you
can	do	all	the	sampling	your	heart	desires!)	is	free.	What	we	loved	about	Zaanse	Schans	was	how	non-kitschy	it	felt.	Even	though	this	is	a	very	popular	tourist	attraction,	it	just	didn’t	feel	tacky,	and	I	think	it’s	because	nearly	everything	they	sell	is	100%	local	and	from	this	region,	from	the	cheese	to	the	clogs	to	the	mug	and	keychain	souvenirs	in	the
gift	shops.	I	didn’t	see	anything	made	in	China,	which	was	a	nice	surprise.	Zaanse	Schans	is	a	great	day	trip	and	you	should	allot	enough	time	to	explore	the	area.	Our	bike	ride	took	a	little	over	an	hour	each	way	(there	are	also	a	few	restaurants	along	the	way	you	can	stop	to	get	food),	plus	around	2	–	3	hours	to	explore	the	village.	Did	you	know	that
clogs	were	invented	to	be	a	working	shoe?	Farmers	wear	them	in	the	fields	so	as	not	to	injure	their	feet	from	the	cow’s	heavy	hooves	and	heavy	farming	equipment.	You	can	roll	a	car	over	a	clog	and	your	foot	will	be	none	the	wiser,	nice	and	snug	with	all	toes	still	intact	as	if	it	were	merely	struck	by	a	feather	(though	we	did	not	test	this	theory
ourselves).	There	are	different	types	of	clogs	for	different	regions,	and	Sundays	are	meant	for	decorative	clogs	rather	than	functional	clogs.	Essentially	when	out	and	about	mingling	with	folks	from	other	towns,	people	could	take	one	look	at	the	other	person’s	clog	and	know	from	which	region	that	person	is	from.	Cool,	right?	Quiet?	A	capital	European
city?	Sure,	Amsterdam	has	its	share	of	party	nightlife,	but	during	the	daytime,	the	city	feels	very	quaint	and	quiet,	and	locals	tend	not	to	yell	or	speak	loudly.	We’ve	spent	quite	a	bit	of	time	in	Mexico,	so	we’re	quite	used	to	constant	noisy	music	with	a	heavy	bass,	and	a	lively	Latino	culture	who	laugh	openly,	speak	loudly,	and	generally	take	pride	in
being	jolly	and	boisterous.	Amsterdam	often	felt	like	a	peaceful	lullaby	as	we	walked	through	its	quaint	streets	with	not	a	soul	in	sight.	We’ve	never	visited	a	city	where	all	the	museums	were	concentrated	in	one	walkable	area	rather	than	being	spread	out	–	this	makes	it	easy	to	plan	your	day	around	which	museum(s)	you’d	like	to	visit!		*Tip*:	If	you
plan	to	visit	many	museums,	it	may	be	worth	your	while	to	purchase	the	IAMSterdam	card,	which	gets	you	into	select	sites	for	free.	If	you	only	have	time	for	one	museum	in	Amsterdam,	let	the	Rijksmuseum	be	it!	You	could	easily	spend	all	day	here	if	you’re	an	art	lover.	Head	directly	to	the	second	floor	to	the	Hall	of	Honor	for	the	special	collection
(this	is	where	you	can	see	many	of	the	Dutch	Masters	works	such	as	Rembrandt	and	Vermeer.)	One	of	the	first	things	you’ll	notice	when	walking	around	Amsterdam,	is	the	lovely	tall,	skinny	shoebox	houses	–	but	if	you	look	a	bit	closer,	you’ll	notice	that	many	of	them	are	not	straight.	They	are	tilting,	and	most	of	the	front	facades	lean	forward.	Why	is
this?	Well,	houses	are	built	on	12	meters	(36	feet)	of	mud,	and	because	of	their	location	directly	on	the	canal,	the	infrastructure	is	not	stable	and	the	homes	are	literally	sinking.	This	is	starting	to	become	a	big	problem	for	homeowners	because	there	is	no	insurance	to	protect	against	mitigating	this,	so	homeowners	are	having	to	foot	the	bill	to	fix	it,
and	it’s	not	a	cheap	procedure!	Now	look	even	closer	and	you’ll	notice	that	each	home	and	building	has	a	large	hook	on	the	very	top.	The	reason	for	the	front	facade	tilting,	is	because	the	hooks	are	how	furniture	is	hoisted	up	inside	the	building	via	a	pulley	system	(the	lifts	are	too	small	and	the	staircases	too	narrow,	and	most	of	the	homes	don’t	even
have	lifts).	Think	about	the	physics	of	this	situation	–	if	you	hoist	a	heavy	couch	up	a	straight	wall	and	a	big	gust	of	wind	comes	(not	uncommon	in	Amsterdam),	it	may	swing	and	smash	straight	into	a	window.	But	if	it	tilts	forward,	there	is	less	potential	for	it	to	swing	back	into	the	building.	Fascinating	stuff!	80%	of	the	population	lives	below	sea	level
Bike	theft	is	a	huge	issue	–	around	80,000	bikes	are	stolen	each	year	Over	50	cars	are	pulled	out	of	the	canals	each	year,	so	they	introduced	a	low	railing	about	half	a	foot	above	the	ground	to	help	keep	cars	out	of	the	canal.	Whenever	a	car	falls	into	a	canal,	a	special	diving	team	is	called	into	action.	Amsterdam	is	the	only	city	in	the	Netherlands	that
has	four	professional	divers	on	call	24	hours	per	day	–	what	a	job!	Can	you	imagine	that	small	talk	at	a	dinner	party?	“So	what	do	you	do	for	a	living?”	“Oh,	I	rescue	cars	from	the	canals	of	Amsterdam…oh,	in	fact,	I’m	getting	a	call	right	now,	gotta	go!”	Prior	to	the	18th	century,	there	were	no	home	addresses,	so	instead	a	stone	was	placed	above	the
door	with	an	icon	depicting	whatever	that	business	was	(for	example,	a	ship	for	ship	builders,	a	ballet	shoe	for	a	dance	studio,	or	a	tooth	for	a	dentist.)	To	this	day	you’ll	still	see	several	stones	above	businesses	with	the	original	pictorial.	Story	has	it	that	the	reason	behind	the	flowers	that	you’ll	see	decorated	on	bicycles	around	the	city	is	that	a	man
had	a	wife	with	Alzheimers,	and	he	decorated	her	bike	with	brightly	colored	flowers	so	that	she	could	find	her	bike	in	a	sea	of	other	bikes	and	know	how	to	get	home.	How	romantic	is	that!	I’m	from	Hawaii,	so	I	love	seeing	water	–	any	body	of	water,	as	long	as	it’s	not	a	dirty	swamp,	lol.	See	the	city	from	a	different	perspective	from	a	canal	cruise.
There	are	all	kinds	of	cruises	from	a		75-minute	leisurely	cruise,	a	hop-on-hop-off	cruise,	or	a	romantic	dinner	cruise	in	the	evening.		The	two	photos	above	were	taken	just	a	few	hours	apart,	so	you	can	see	how	wildly	the	weather	can	change	within	one	day!	Which	means	that	while	you’ll	still	see	large	retail	chains	such	as	Zara	and	H&M,	you	can	also
head	to	De	Negen	Straatjes	or	‘The	Nine	Streets”	–	quaint	cobblestone	streets	that	connect	the	main	canals	between	Leidsegracht	and	Raadhuisstraat.	Here	you	can	find	over	200	independent	shops,	including	cafes,	cookie	shops,	and	retail	clothing	stores	selling	locally	made	products	and	beautiful	Dutch	design.		Amsterdam	has	been	welcoming
immigrants	since	the	16th	century,	so	the	diversity	and	crossroads	of	cultures	has	been	ingrained	in	the	social	thread	of	their	culture	for	a	long	time.	I	found	it	interesting	that	everybody	spoke	English,	and	it	almost	felt	like	an	insult	if	I	asked	politely,	“sorry,	do	you	speak	English?”	(I	never	like	to	assume	when	traveling	abroad.)	The	answer	was
always,	“yes,	of	course.”	From	the	few	locals	we	spoke	with,	many	tend	to	think	that	the	level	of	progression	and	tolerance	in	the	city	can	be	both	a	blessing	and	a	curse.		Overall	we	felt	incredibly	welcomed	in	Amsterdam,	both	when	we	traveled	as	a	couple	and	when	we	had	our	toddler	with	us.	People	were	genuinely	interested	in	where	we	were
coming	from	and	if	we	were	enjoying	ourselves	so	far.	The	vibe	is	friendly,	engaging	and	communal	rather	than	transactional	like	we	experienced	in	parts	of	the	Balkans,	like	Montenegro.	Within	the	span	of	ten	minutes,	you’ll	easily	hear	over	10	different	languages	from	around	the	globe.	People	from	all	over	the	world	come	to	Amsterdam	to	work	or
to	study.	The	city	has	a	young	and	energetic	feel	to	it	and	pulsates	with	life.	The	food	is	incredible	with	a	diverse	array	of	various	ethnic	cuisines,	and	is	usually	run	by	the	owner	who	is	from	that	particular	country.	We	love	it	when	the	owner	of	an	establishment	is	actually	the	person	working	there	–	it	feels	more	authentic,	genuine	and	welcoming,	and
we	always	love	to	hear	their	story!	My	husband	is	an	entrepreneur	and	business	owner,	so	we	value	these	connections	when	we	travel.	We	tried	Indonesian,	Dutch,	Algerian	and	Portuguese	food	just	to	name	a	few!	Also,	at	the	time	of	writing	this	blog	post,	Amsterdam	has	23	Michelin	star	restaurants.	(Read	on	for	our	foodie	recommendations	below!)
Here	you	can	find	everything	from	stylish	leather	coats	to	locally	made	Dutch	products,	to	gyros,	bagels,	and	pickled	herring.	(Open	all	year,	rain	or	shine,	but	closed	on	Sundays.)	We	walked	through	Vondelpark	every	day	to	get	from	our	flat	to	the	city	center,	and	each	time	it	felt	so	serene.	Amsterdam	has	done	a	great	job	of	integrating	nature	and
large	park	spaces	into	the	city	for	people	to	enjoy	and	slow	down.		*Tip	for	parents	with	children*:	there	is	a	playground	in	the	back	of	a	restaurant	called	Melkweg	(located	inside	Vondelpark)	with	a	play	structure	and	giant	buses	and	trucks.	I	recommend	taking	half	a	day	to	explore	Amsterdam	Noord,	which	includes	taking	the	free	ferry	(you	can
either	walk	on	or	come	on	with	your	bike	–	if	you’re	coming	from	Centraal	Station,	you’ll	take	the	#4	ferry).	When	you	exit	the	ferry,	grab	some	coffee	and	baked	goods	from	Brood,	a	delicious	bakery	and	cafe	with	a	lovely	seating	area	to	rest	and	relax.	On	this	side	of	the	city,	you’ll	also	find	the	A’dam	Lookout,	which	is	atop	the	Amsterdam	tower	and
has	a	giant	swing	overlooking	the	city.	Be	sure	to	head	upstairs	to	the	museum’s	cafe	–	it’s	a	great	space	to	get	off	your	feet,	relax,	and	people	watch	as	they’re	art-watching.	(I	may	have	fallen	asleep	in	one	of	the	comfy	chairs	–	we	walked	SO	much	every	day!)	The	Netherlands	is	well	renowned	for	their	cheese	production,	particularly	Gouda	and	goat
cheese.	We	sampled	our	hearts	out	during	our	visit	to	the	countryside	of	Zaanse	Schans,	with	unique	flavors	like	lavender,	red	pepper,	pesto,	and	even	beer!	You	can	purchase	cheese	to	take	home	with	you,	as	it	lasts	for	about	one	month	unrefrigerated,	and	the	best	place	to	buy	it	from	is	Henri	Willig.	This	family	has	been	making	delicious	cheese
since	1974	and	they	sell	it	all	over	the	city,	including	at	the	airport,	so	if	you	forget	to	purchase	it	in	the	city,	not	to	worry,	you’ll	have	one	more	chance	before	your	flight	home!	I	would	be	remiss	not	to	include	the	red	light	district	in	a	post	about	Amsterdam,	but	I	mention	it	with	care.	People	come	to	Amsterdam	for	all	sorts	of	reasons,	and	the
opportunity	to	see	a	city	where	prostitution	is	legal	(and	highly	regulated),	is	one	of	them.	Now	with	our	toddler	back	at	our	flat	with	the	local	nanny,	Sasha	and	I	were	not	exactly	looking	for	a	crazy	party	evening.	We	simply	wanted	to	walk	through	the	district	to	see	what	it	was	all	about.	We	went	around	9PM,	which	is	the	time	I	recommend	going	if
you’re	just	curious	but	don’t	want	to	be	caught	up	in	a	rowdy	evening	with	drunk	tourists	vomiting	into	the	canal.	The	great	thing	about	visiting	during	July,	is	that	it	doesn’t	get	dark	until	11:30	PM,	so	at	9PM	it	was	still	completely	light	outside.		*Please	note	that	it	is	strictly	forbidden	to	take	photos	of	the	working	ladies.	There	is	a	hefty	fine,	and	our
guide	told	us	that	they’ve	been	known	to	come	running	out	in	their	high	heels	to	make	people	delete	the	photo	from	their	phone	if	they	see	someone	snapping	a	sly	photo.	Please	be	respectful.*	Now	that	I’ve	covered	15	reasons	why	we	think	Amsterdam	is	such	a	cool	city,	let’s	dive	into	the	amazing	food!	Below	I’ll	list	our	top	favorite	places	to	eat	and
cafes!		Before	I	get	into	talking	about	food,	I	want	to	make	sure	you	are	clear	on	the	local	nomenclature:		Coffee	Shop	=	weed	store	where	marijuana	is	soldCafe	=	place	where	coffee	is	sold	Don’t	get	these	two	confused.	Also,	a	few	more	fun	facts	and	tips:	Despite	the	name,	Hollandaise	sauce	actually	does	not	come	from	Holland	(though	this	may	be
debatable	if	you	ask	a	local)	–	it	was	supposedly	born	in	France,	but	they	named	the	sauce	after	Holland.	Eggs	Benedict	is	a	very	popular	brunch	item	here	Tony	Chocolonely	chocolate	is	made	in	the	Netherlands!	You’ll	see	specialty	cafes	all	around	the	city	selling	mochas	using	Tony’s	chocolate.	This	brand	is	sold	in	Whole	Foods	stores	throughout	the
U.S.	Healthy	elixir	shots	are	very	common	and	can	be	found	at	any	supermarket.	I	love	that	they	come	in	small	glass	jars	When	you	shop	at	a	Jumbo	Store	(one	of	the	local	supermarket	chains),	you’ll	need	to	print	your	receipt	and	scan	it	to	exit	the	store		Try	Surinamese	food	(it	was	a	former	Dutch	colony)	Munch	Fit	Food	To	Go	(Amsterdam	Zuid)	–
part	of	a	hip	gym	with	beautiful	people	and	healthy	food	Clapham	Specialty	Coffee	(Amsterdam	Zuid)	–	owner	is	from	Turkey	and	lived	in	London,	hence	the	name	of	his	cafe	The	Good	Companion	(seafood	–	Jordaan)	–	delicious	seafood	with	nice	patio	outdoor	seating	(covered).	Rue	D’Alger	(Amsterdam	Oud-West)	–	Algerian	cuisine	–	order	cafeteria
style	and	they	can	either	heat	it	up	for	you	to	eat	there,	or	you	can	heat	it	at	home.	The	owner	is	from	Algeria	and	so	kind!	They	make	everything	fresh	and	only	have	three	tables	so	it’s	a	very	intimate	setting.	Each	day	they	serve	something	different,	and	there	are	lots	of	vegan	and	vegetarian	options.	Good	for	takeaway.	Little	Plant	Pantry	(just	down
the	street	from	Rue	D’Alger)	–	home	made	fresh	vegan	food	(made	to	order)	and	zero	waste	bio	store	(the	brownie	was	the	best	I’ve	had	in	my	entire	life	–	it’s	in	the	refrigerator)	Box	Social	Jordaan	Factory	Girl	(De	Pijp)	–	good	for	brunch.	Great	drinks	and	international	flare.	Order	the	Better	Than	Benedict	with	smoked	salmon	Margo’s	(Jordaan)	–
specialty	coffee	shop	and	bakery,	selling	the	most	delicious	fresh	home	baked	cookies	(I’m	talking	fresh	out	of	the	oven)	with	unique	flavors	like	black	sesame	and	matcha,	run	by	a	Lebanese	French	man	Dignita	Vondelpark	–	brekkie	and	specialty	coffee	near	Vondelpark	–	unique	menu	with	a	Mexican	twist	–	order	the	Chuck	Nooris	(sandwich	pictured
on	the	bottom	right.)	Night	Kitchen	Amsterdam	(Amsterdam	Oud-West)	–	Mediterranean	inspired	–	all	the	staff	members	are	from	the	Mediterranean	and	Chef	is	Israeli.	Dinner	with	friends	is	a	set	price	and	you	can	tell	the	server	what	kinds	of	food	you	like	and	they’ll	build	a	surprise	menu	for	you,	or	you	can	order	a	la	carte.	Excellent	place	for	a
date	night	with	a	romantic	atmosphere	Koffiehuis	‘De	Hoek’	(De	9	Straatjes)	–	historical	local	diner	that	is	your	basic	no	frills	cafe	with	Dutch	workers	and	a	Dutch	menu	(also	in	English)	–	serve	home	made	apple	pie	–	located	in	9	Straats	Selva	(Rivierenbuurt)	–	sky	bar	with	the	best	view	overlooking	the	city	–	make	reservations	in	advance.	Cocktail
lounge	is	amazing	and	feels	like	you’re	in	South	America.	Mr.	Nata	(De	Pijp)	–	This	owner	(who	is	from	Portugal)	sells	pastel	de	nata,	and	that	is	all	he	sells!	Sasha	and	I	lived	in	Portugal	for	two	months	and	ate	pasteis	de	nata	every	single	day,	and	these	tasted	exactly	like	being	back	in	Portugal!!	*If	you’ll	be	traveling	to	Portugal,	have	a	look	through
my	Portugal	Archives,	as	I’ve	got	helpful	posts	on	Lisbon,	Sintra,	Porto,	Algarve,	and	Sao	Miguel	Island,	Azores	Islands	to	help	you	with	your	trip	planning.*	Kaasbar	(Kaas	means	cheese	in	Dutch)	located	in	De	Pijp	–	This	restaurant	is	entirely	devoted	to	local	cheese!	There	is	standard	seating	and	seating	at	the	bar,	where	you	can	admire	and	enjoy
wafts	of	passing	cheese	on	a	conveyor	belt.	The	way	it	works	is	you	tell	your	server	which	flavor	profiles	you	like,	and	they	custom-build	a	charcuterie	board	based	on	your	preferences.	You	can	also	select	local	beer	pairings	to	go	with	the	cheese.	What	a	heavenly	concept!	We	found	a	lovely	flat	in	Amsterdam	Zuid	(Old	South),	which	is	an	upscale
residential	part	of	the	city,	located	just	15	minutes	by	walking	from	Vondelpark	and	within	a	stone’s	throw	of	all	kinds	of	great	local	cafes,	shops	and	restaurants.	Our	hosts	actually	live	in	the	home	year	round,	and	only	rent	it	out	when	they’re	traveling.	They	are	also	parents	of	young	children,	so	we	enjoyed	a	fully	equipped	home	with	all	the
essentials	we	needed!	We	loved	this	area	because	it	was	super	quiet,	very	safe,	and	we	didn’t	see	a	single	other	tourist	around.	The	homes	in	this	area	are	built	in	“Amsterdam	school-style”	architecture	where	there’s	a	huge	shared	courtyard	in	the	middle,	and	buildings	are	only	three	stories	tall.	If	you	think	that	visiting	Amsterdam	with	children	is
inappropriate	–	think	again!!	Amsterdam	is	so	much	more	than	sex,	prostitution	and	weed.	In	fact,	much	of	the	city	feels	as	though	it	was	built	for	kids!	And	did	you	know	that	Dutch	kids	are	some	of	the	happiest	kids	in	the	world?	There	are	even	books	written	about	Dutch	parenting	and	what	a	wonderful	upbringing	Dutch	kids	have,	centered	around
lots	of	time	playing	outside	and	eating	hagelslag	(chocolate	sprinkles)	for	breakfast	on	toast.	If	you’ll	be	visiting	during	summer,	keep	in	mind	that	children’s	summer	break	is	a	bit	later	than	most	of	Europe	and	the	U.S.	Kids	get	out	of	school	for	summer	break	towards	the	end	of	July,	so	if	you	can	visit	in	early	July,	that	would	be	best	to	avoid	the
crowds.	If	we	didn’t	live	in	Seattle	(which	has	arguably	the	best	playgrounds	in	the	entire	United	States),	I	would	have	been	decently	impressed	by	Amsterdam’s	playgrounds.	Nothing	compares	to	Seattle’s	parks	and	playgrounds	for	kids,	but	we	found	enough	playgrounds	within	the	city	to	keep	our	kiddo	entertained.	The	play	structures	in
Amsterdam	are	quite	basic	with	an	independent	slide,	swing	set,	and	some	rockers,	and	we	did	find	a	pretty	cool	play	structure	/	obstacle	course	in	De	Pijp	(keep	reading	below),	but	other	than	that,	the	playgrounds	were	nothing	spectacular.	Out	of	the	ones	that	our	nanny	visited	with	our	son,	Melkweg	(inside	Vondelpark)	looked	to	be	the	coolest	and
is	apparently	a	favorite	amongst	local	parents.	We	visited	Amsterdam	with	our	then	22-month-old	toddler,	and	hired	a	local	nanny,	which	you	can	do	through	Sitly.	Having	a	local	nanny	ended	up	being	a	dream	for	us	because	Sasha	and	I	could	explore	the	city	on	our	own	like	we	used	to	pre-baby	days,	while	our	kid	was	having	the	time	of	his	life	riding
on	trams,	playing	at	playgrounds,	and	visiting	museums	for	kids.	We’ve	been	traveling	internationally	with	our	babe	since	he	was	just	four	months	young,	and	while	we	typically	enjoy	spending	time	all	together	as	a	family,	Amsterdam	was	a	city	that	we	were	keen	to	visit	without	having	to	come	back	home	mid-day	for	naps	because	there	was	just	too
much	to	see,	so	it	worked	out	well	for	all	of	us!	Traveling	in	a	European	city	feels	a	bit	challenging	with	a	toddler	in	my	personal	opinion,	because	they’re	so	active	and	mobile	and	have	a	ton	of	energy	that	needs	expending,	and	spending	hours	in	museums	and	sitting	in	a	pram	along	cobblestone	streets	is	not	exactly	their	idea	of	toddler	excitement.	If
hiring	a	local	nanny	doesn’t	feel	comfortable	to	you	or	isn’t	in	your	budget,	there	are	plenty	of	things	to	do	in	Amsterdam	as	a	family,	which	I	will	list	below.	Here	are	some	must-visits	if	you’ll	be	traveling	in	Amsterdam	with	your	kids:	NEMO	Science	Center	–	every	hour	a	huge	ball	drops	from	the	second	floor	to	the	first	floor,	and	it’s	a	huge	hit	for
kids!	Rent	a	clog	bike	for	a	fun	experience!	(Please	be	sure	that	you	are	a	comfortable	biker	and	practice	a	bit	before	heading	out	in	the	town,	as	it’s	an	unusual	feeling	to	have	so	much	weight	in	the	front.)	However,	this	is	the	most	common	type	of	bike	in	Amsterdam	for	transporting	children	TunFun	–	a	huge	indoor	playground	(great	for	if	it’s
raining!)	Sarphatipark	–	located	in	De	Pijp.	Awesome	wooden	play	structure	/	obstacle	course	with	a	zipline	(more	suitable	for	older	children)	Melkweg	Playground	(located	inside	Vondelpark)	–	big	life-size	toy	buses	and	trucks	for	children	to	climb	inside	If	you	have	a	baby	or	toddler,	check	out	a	wonderful	store	called	Grey	Label	Re	Store	–	it’s	run	by
a	local	Dutch	Mama	and	they	sell	all	organic	GOTS	cotton	clothing,	both	new	and	used	–	located	in	Amsterdam	Oud-West.	Photo	below	right	of	our	little	one	sporting	his	new	Grey	Label	sweatshirt	(it	was	surprisingly	cold	in	July	and	we	didn’t	come	very	prepared	since	our	next	destination	was	Sardinia!)	Miniature	City	–	located	in	Madurodam,	Hauge
(about	an	hour	by	car	or	1	hour,	45	minutes	by	public	transport	from	the	city)	I	feel	so	grateful	that	we	got	to	experience	Amsterdam	during	such	a	beautiful	time	of	year,	even	though	the	weather	was	all	over	the	place!	Amsterdam	is	a	city	that	Sasha	and	I	both	agreed	that	we	will	absolutely	be	returning	to!	**PIN	THIS	POST!**	Aloha!	My	name	is
Lisa	and	I	am	the	writer	and	photographer	behind	Cultural	Foodies.	I	began	this	blog	back	in	2017	when	my	husband	and	I	left	our	corporate	careers	in	Seattle	to	travel	abroad	for	half	a	year.	Since	then,	our	lifestyle	has	evolved	into	world	travel	digital	nomads	/	business	owners,	so	we	live	and	travel	all	over	the	world	all	whilst	working	remotely.	Is
Amsterdam	worth	visiting?	Absolutely!	The	first	time	I	set	foot	in	Amsterdam,	Netherlands,	I	was	swept	away	by	the	city’s	charming	canals,	iconic	gabled	houses,	and	vibrant	cultural	scene.	Cycling	alongside	locals,	exploring	world-famous	museums,	and	sipping	coffee	by	the	water,	I	quickly	realised	Amsterdam	is	a	city	that	blends	history,	creativity,
and	an	irresistible	energy.	As	the	capital	of	the	Netherlands,	Amsterdam	is	a	city	that	offers	something	for	everyone.	Known	for	its	stunning	canal	network,	fascinating	museums	like	the	Anne	Frank	House	and	the	Van	Gogh	Museum,	and	its	lively	markets,	Amsterdam	is	a	place	where	you	can	immerse	yourself	in	culture	and	enjoy	a	laid-back
atmosphere	at	the	same	time.	Whether	you’re	strolling	through	the	Jordaan,	visiting	the	colourful	Bloemenmarkt,	or	relaxing	in	Vondelpark,	Amsterdam	never	fails	to	captivate.	But	is	Amsterdam	worth	visiting	for	you?	In	this	blog	post,	we’ll	uncover	the	top	10	reasons	why	Amsterdam	should	be	on	your	travel	list,	from	its	artistic	treasures	to	its
vibrant	neighbourhoods.	Plus,	we’ll	share	travel	tips	to	help	you	make	the	most	of	your	time	in	this	iconic	Dutch	city.	Keep	reading	to	see	why	Amsterdam	is	one	of	Europe’s	most	beloved	destinations.	Table	of	Contents	Amsterdam’s	canals	are	undoubtedly	its	most	recognisable	feature,	forming	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site	that	weaves	through	the
city	like	a	network	of	liquid	streets.	I	spent	hours	walking	along	the	canals,	stopping	to	admire	the	picturesque	houseboats	and	historic	buildings	that	line	the	water.	A	canal	cruise	is	a	must-do,	offering	a	unique	perspective	of	the	city.	Whether	you	opt	for	a	romantic	evening	cruise	or	a	hop-on-hop-off	boat,	it’s	a	relaxing	way	to	take	in	Amsterdam’s
charm.	Amsterdam	boasts	some	of	the	world’s	finest	museums,	including	the	Rijksmuseum,	the	Van	Gogh	Museum,	and	the	moving	Anne	Frank	House.	The	Rijksmuseum	was	a	highlight	for	me,	with	its	impressive	collection	of	Dutch	Golden	Age	masterpieces,	including	Rembrandt’s	“The	Night	Watch.”	Make	sure	to	book	your	tickets	online	in
advance,	as	popular	museums	often	sell	out	quickly.	From	laid-back	bars	to	pulsating	nightclubs,	Amsterdam’s	nightlife	is	as	diverse	as	its	visitors.	The	Red	Light	District	and	Leidseplein	are	hotspots	for	evening	entertainment,	while	the	city’s	live	music	scene	is	thriving.	I	enjoyed	a	night	out	at	Paradiso,	a	music	venue	housed	in	a	converted	church.
The	mix	of	history	and	modern	beats	made	for	a	memorable	evening.	Whether	you	prefer	cocktails	by	the	canal	or	dancing	until	dawn,	Amsterdam	has	options	for	every	mood.	Amsterdam’s	cycling	culture	is	legendary.	With	its	flat	terrain,	dedicated	bike	lanes,	and	bike	rental	shops	on	nearly	every	corner,	it’s	one	of	the	best	cities	in	the	world	to
explore	on	two	wheels.	I	rented	a	bike	and	joined	the	locals,	pedalling	through	the	Vondelpark	and	along	the	canals.	It’s	not	only	an	eco-friendly	way	to	get	around	but	also	a	fun	and	efficient	way	to	see	more	of	the	city.	Just	be	mindful	of	the	rules	of	the	road—cyclists	here	mean	business!	Despite	its	urban	setting,	Amsterdam	has	plenty	of	green
spaces	where	you	can	relax	and	unwind.	Vondelpark,	the	city’s	largest	park,	is	a	favourite	spot	for	locals	and	visitors	alike.	I	spent	a	sunny	afternoon	picnicking	in	the	park,	watching	street	performers	and	cyclists	pass	by.	For	a	quieter	escape,	the	Hortus	Botanicus	offers	a	lush	oasis	of	plants	and	greenhouses,	perfect	for	a	peaceful	stroll.	Each
neighbourhood	in	Amsterdam	has	its	own	distinct	vibe.	From	the	trendy	boutiques	of	De	Negen	Straatjes	(The	Nine	Streets)	to	the	artistic	flair	of	Jordaan,	there’s	something	for	everyone.	I	particularly	loved	exploring	Jordaan,	with	its	narrow	streets,	cosy	cafes,	and	independent	shops.	If	you’re	looking	for	an	authentic	Amsterdam	experience,	skip	the
tourist-heavy	areas	and	dive	into	these	charming	neighbourhoods.	Amsterdam’s	food	scene	goes	far	beyond	stroopwafels	and	cheese.	From	hearty	Dutch	classics	like	bitterballen	to	international	cuisines,	the	city	caters	to	every	palate.	I	indulged	in	a	traditional	Dutch	pancake	at	The	Pancake	Bakery	and	later	explored	the	vibrant	food	stalls
at	Foodhallen,	an	indoor	market	with	a	wide	range	of	global	flavours.	Don’t	forget	to	sample	the	local	craft	beers—there’s	nothing	better	than	sipping	a	cold	brew	by	the	canal.	Amsterdam	is	a	haven	for	art	and	design	enthusiasts.	Beyond	its	famous	museums,	the	city	is	filled	with	galleries,	street	art,	and	innovative	design	stores.	I	visited	the	Moco
Museum,	which	features	modern	and	contemporary	art,	including	works	by	Banksy.	The	city’s	artistic	vibe	extends	to	its	architecture	and	design	shops,	making	it	a	feast	for	the	eyes.	With	its	narrow,	gabled	houses	and	cobblestone	streets,	Amsterdam	oozes	historical	charm.	Many	buildings	date	back	to	the	17th	century,	when	the	city	was	a	major
trading	hub.	I	stayed	in	a	canal-side	boutique	hotel	that	retained	its	historic	features,	from	creaky	wooden	beams	to	vintage	decor.	Wandering	through	the	city	feels	like	stepping	into	a	storybook.	Amsterdam	is	incredibly	walkable,	and	its	efficient	public	transport	system	makes	getting	around	a	breeze.	Trams,	buses,	and	ferries	connect	all	the	major
attractions,	while	bikes	are	a	quintessential	option.	I	found	that	walking	was	the	best	way	to	soak	in	the	city’s	atmosphere,	but	the	tram	system	was	a	lifesaver	for	longer	distances.	The	Amsterdam	City	Card	is	a	great	option	for	unlimited	public	transport	and	discounted	entry	to	attractions.	Amsterdam’s	popularity	means	it	can	get	very	crowded,
especially	in	peak	tourist	seasons.	The	most	famous	spots,	like	the	Anne	Frank	House	and	the	Red	Light	District,	can	feel	packed	with	visitors.	I	visited	in	late	spring,	and	while	the	weather	was	perfect,	the	crowds	made	it	hard	to	fully	enjoy	some	attractions.	To	avoid	the	worst	of	the	crowds,	consider	visiting	in	the	early	morning	or	travelling	during
the	off-season.	As	one	of	Europe’s	most	popular	destinations,	Amsterdam	can	be	pricey,	particularly	when	it	comes	to	accommodation.	Hotels	and	Airbnbs	in	the	city	centre	often	come	with	a	hefty	price	tag.	I	stayed	just	outside	the	city	centre	in	Amsterdam	Noord,	which	offered	a	quieter	atmosphere	and	more	affordable	options.	The	free	ferry	to	the
centre	made	it	convenient	without	breaking	the	bank.	Like	any	major	city,	Amsterdam	has	its	share	of	tourist	traps.	Overpriced	souvenir	shops	and	subpar	restaurants	can	be	a	disappointment	if	you	don’t	do	your	research.	I	found	that	venturing	into	less	touristy	neighbourhoods	like	Oud-West	or	De	Pijp	led	to	more	authentic	dining	experiences	and
unique	finds.	Always	check	reviews	before	committing	to	a	restaurant	or	tour.	While	cycling	is	a	fantastic	way	to	explore	Amsterdam,	it’s	not	without	its	challenges.	The	bike	lanes	can	be	chaotic,	with	experienced	locals	zipping	past	at	high	speeds.	I	had	a	few	close	calls	while	navigating	busy	intersections,	so	it’s	important	to	stay	alert	and	follow	the
rules.	If	you’re	not	comfortable	cycling	in	a	bustling	city,	stick	to	quieter	areas	or	rent	a	bike	in	one	of	the	parks.	If	you’re	planning	to	drive	in	Amsterdam,	think	again.	Parking	is	expensive	and	scarce,	and	the	city’s	layout	isn’t	car-friendly.	I	relied	entirely	on	public	transport	and	walking,	which	was	much	more	convenient.	If	you’re	arriving	by	car,
consider	parking	outside	the	city	and	using	public	transport	to	get	around.	The	best	times	to	visit	Amsterdam	are	spring	(April	to	May)	and	autumn	(September	to	October),	when	the	weather	is	mild,	and	the	city	is	alive	with	colour	and	energy.	Spring	is	particularly	magical,	with	tulip	fields	in	bloom	and	events	like	King’s	Day	creating	a	festive
atmosphere.	Summer	(June	to	August)	is	busy	and	vibrant,	with	long	days	perfect	for	canal	cruises	and	outdoor	cafes,	but	it	can	be	crowded.	Winter	in	Amsterdam	is	cosy,	with	Christmas	markets,	ice	skating	rinks,	and	the	Amsterdam	Light	Festival	brightening	up	the	dark	months.	Amsterdam	Schiphol	Airport	(AMS)	is	one	of	Europe’s	busiest	and
most	connected	hubs,	offering	flights	from	around	the	world	on	airlines	like	KLM,	easyJet,	and	Delta.	From	the	airport,	the	NS	train	runs	frequently	to	Amsterdam	Central	Station,	taking	just	15-20	minutes.	Taxis	and	ride-hailing	apps	like	Uber	are	available	but	significantly	more	expensive.	Amsterdam	is	also	well-connected	by	international	trains,
including	Eurostar	from	London	and	Thalys	from	Paris	and	Brussels,	as	well	as	long-distance	buses	operated	by	companies	like	FlixBus.	Amsterdam	has	a	wide	range	of	accommodation	options	across	its	unique	neighbourhoods:	Luxury:	Canal	Belt	–	Stay	near	iconic	canals	and	historic	charm.	Options	like	The	Dylan	Amsterdam	or	Pulitzer
Amsterdam	offer	five-star	luxury	with	boutique	character.	Mid-range:	Jordaan	–	A	trendy	area	with	picturesque	streets	and	independent	shops.	Consider	Mr.	Jordaan	Hotel	or	Hotel	Clemens,	both	offering	comfort	and	character	at	a	reasonable	price.	Budget:	De	Pijp	or	Amsterdam	Noord	–	These	lively	neighbourhoods	are	slightly	removed	from	the
centre	but	offer	great	value.	Hostels	like	ClinkNOORD	or	budget	hotels	like	Hotel	Not	Hotel	are	perfect	for	those	looking	to	save.	Amsterdam	is	one	of	Europe’s	most	bike-friendly	cities,	and	cycling	is	the	best	way	to	explore.	Rent	a	bike	from	local	shops	or	use	bike-sharing	options	like	Donkey	Republic.	For	public	transport,	the	GVB	network	includes
trams,	buses,	and	the	metro,	with	day	passes	available	for	unlimited	travel.	Walking	is	also	a	fantastic	way	to	enjoy	the	city’s	compact	centre	and	picturesque	streets.	For	a	scenic	alternative,	hop	on	a	canal	boat	to	see	Amsterdam	from	the	water.	Taxis	and	ride-sharing	apps	are	available	but	less	practical	due	to	narrow	streets	and	high	costs.	Three	to
four	days	is	perfect	for	exploring	Amsterdam’s	highlights,	including	the	Van	Gogh	Museum,	Anne	Frank	House,	and	a	leisurely	canal	cruise.	This	timeframe	allows	you	to	wander	through	vibrant	neighbourhoods	like	Jordaan,	visit	the	Rijksmuseum,	and	enjoy	local	treats	like	stroopwafels.	With	an	extra	day,	consider	a	day	trip	to	nearby	destinations
like	Zaanse	Schans,	Keukenhof	Gardens	(in	spring),	or	the	charming	town	of	Haarlem.	Amsterdam’s	mix	of	history,	culture,	and	laid-back	charm	makes	it	a	destination	that	rewards	both	short	visits	and	extended	stays.	So,	is	Amsterdam	worth	visiting?	Absolutely!	With	its	picturesque	canals,	world-class	museums,	and	relaxed	vibe,	Amsterdam	is	a	city
that	offers	an	unforgettable	experience.	Highlights	like	the	Anne	Frank	House,	the	Van	Gogh	Museum,	and	the	Jordaan	district	make	it	a	must-visit.	While	it	can	be	busy	and	pricey	during	peak	times,	the	city’s	charm	and	wealth	of	attractions	more	than	make	up	for	it.	If	you’re	ready	to	explore	one	of	Europe’s	most	iconic	cities,	start	planning	your	trip
to	Amsterdam	today—you	won’t	regret	it!	As	a	born	Amsterdammer,	I	know	the	city	like	the	back	of	my	hand.	I	love	this	city,	and	so	I	like	to	share	my	love	for	it	with	others.	I	do	that	through	my	city	tours,	but	also	through	this	article.	But	what	is	Amsterdam	known	for?Amsterdam	is	known	for	its	beautiful	canals,	quirky	architecture,	rich	history,
museums,	Anne	Frank,	Dutch	art,	coffeeshops,	diverse	cultures,	and	the	Red	Light	District.	Because	of	this,	Amsterdam	is	visited	by	millions	of	tourists	each	year.If	you	are	looking	for	a	city	that	pulls	you	in	with	its	art,	charm,	grace,	and	beauty,	look	no	further	than	Amsterdam.	Don’t	believe	me?	Let’s	look	at	what	makes	Amsterdam	so	great	and	why
it	is	visited	by	more	than	9	million	tourists	each	year.When	talking	about	what	makes	a	city	famous,	we	have	to	look	at	exactly	what	sights,	histories,	and	cultural	influences	the	city	has.Amsterdam	has	no	shortage	of	all	of	these	for	us	to	explore.	And	yes,	before	we	get	started,	Amsterdam	is	far	more	than	just	a	layover	spot	for	backpackers	to	grab
some	“green.”This	has	everything	to	do	with	what	Amsterdam	has	to	offer	for	tourists	and	what	makes	it	worthwhile	for	people	to	visit	the	capital	of	the	Netherlands.Amsterdam	is	a	relatively	compact	city	in	terms	of	land	coverage	to	population	density.	In	just	219	sq	km	(84	sq	mi),	over	838,000	people	live	and	thrive	in	the	city.But	this	isn’t	the	most
impressive	stat.The	most	impressive	feature	of	Amsterdam	is	that	within	the	confines	of	this	city,	there	are	over	50	museums,	many	of	them	world-famous!This	means	there	is	nearly	one	museum	for	every	0.25	sq	km	(0.09	sq	mi).	That	is	absolutely	insane!This	is	what	makes	Amsterdam	the	cultural	capital	of	the	entire	region.The	city	is	bursting	at	the
seams	with	art,	history,	and	culture	to	be	experienced	and	learned.	From	the	real-life	Anne	Frank	House	to	the	world-renowned	Rijksmuseum	and	even	the	Van	Gogh	museum,	which	houses	the	largest	collection	of	Van	Gogh	paintings	on	earth,	you	will	find	it	all	here.But	the	culture	doesn’t	end	there.Amsterdam	is	not	only	a	center	for	cultural	and
historical	remembrance.	It	is	a	living	and	breathing	cultural	melting	pot.In	Amsterdam,	over	170	distinct	nationalities	live	together	and	coexist.	In	the	entire	world,	only	a	few	cities	have	more	different	nationalities.	This	makes	Amsterdam	one	of	the	most	culturally	diverse	places	on	earth.You	will	notice	this	in	the	food,	music,	art,	and	people	you	meet
on	every	corner.	Amsterdam	is	famous	for	its	varied	cultural	experience!Amsterdam	is	an	incredibly	charming	city	to	visit.The	beautiful	17th-century	Golden	Age	architecture	paired	with	the	intricate	canal	systems	makes	central	Amsterdam	one	of	the	most	amazing	cities	in	the	world.It	leaves	you	feeling	like	you	took	a	step	back	in	time,	to	a	place
outside	of	this	era	completely.The	canals	of	Amsterdam	are	some	of	the	most	romantic	and	beautiful	in	the	world.While	Venice	is	known	as	the	city	with	the	most	beautiful	canals,	we	should	also	definitely	not	forget	Amsterdam.	This	is	also	why	Amsterdam	has	been	nicknamed	Venice	of	the	North.You	can	walk	for	miles	along	the	beautiful	and	famous
canals	or	sit	on	the	dock	with	a	bottle	of	wine	to	watch	the	boats	go	by.	Of	course,	you	can	also	take	a	boat	tour	and	enjoy	the	city’s	beauty	from	the	water.You	can	enjoy	Amsterdam	in	many	different	ways:Aside	from	the	beautiful	architecture	and	canals,	the	local	people	are	mostly	very	friendly.If	you	are	looking	for	something,	they	are	willing	to	help
you	and	do	this	in	excellent	English.	This	is	because	the	Dutch	people	are	known	for	talking	many	foreign	languages.But	I	must	also	say	that	not	all	Amsterdam	residents	are	happy	with	the	many	tourists.	Because	of	the	many	tourists,	there	is	also	a	regular	nuisance	for	local	residents.Yes,	yes,	I	know	I	can’t	avoid	it.	We	have	to	talk	about	the	quirky
features	of	Amsterdam	at	some	point.	At	least,	if	we	want	to	discuss	everything	Amsterdam	is	known	for.Because,	in	its	own	way,	Amsterdam	is	famous	for	being	a	very	quirky	city	all	around.Most	notoriously,	Amsterdam	is	famous	for	what	you	​can​	do	rather	than	what	you	can’t.	This	is	why	Amsterdam	got	nicknamed	the	City	of	Sin.You	see,
authorities	in	Amsterdam	long	ago	decided	that	it	was	best	to	allow	the	people	certain	pleasures,	so	long	as	no	one	was	getting	hurt.This	included	the	use	of	soft	drugs	like	marijuana	and	prostitution.This	led	to	the	rise	of	coffeeshops	and	the	Red	Light	District.	But	rest	assured,	Amsterdam	is	not	a	city	of	evil!	For	most	people,	these	places	are	just
there	and	are	not	looked	at	strangely.However,	the	fact	remains	that	Amsterdam	has	a	bit	of	a	quirky	side.You	can	roll	up	a	joint	at	a	coffeeshop	or	go	and	meet	a	legal	sex	worker	in	the	red	light	district.	Take	that,	Las	Vegas!The	city’s	cleanliness	is	another	area	in	which	Amsterdam	is	world-renowned	and	famous.	From	its	appearance	to	its	actual
eco-friendly	nature	of	it.Amsterdam	is	famous	for	being	incredibly	conscious	of	its	surroundings	and	their	impact	on	the	world.	Amsterdam	ranks	5th	among	the	most	eco-friendly	cities	for	working	people.This	is	partly	due	to	the	many	cycling	and	walking	to	work,	the	high	number	of	vegetarian	and	vegan	eateries,	renewable	energy,	and	the	many
techniques	used	to	be	environmentally	friendly.For	example,	58%	of	Amsterdam	residents	go	to	work	on	foot	or	bike	each	day.	This	is	also	why	Amsterdam	is	one	of	the	most	bike-friendly	cities	in	the	entire	world.But	Amsterdam	is	not	satisfied	with	this.For	example,	the	city	wants	to	emit	95%	less	CO2	by	2050,	and	80%	of	the	houses	must	run	on
sustainable	energy	by	2030.Another	good	example	is	the	quality	of	the	water	in	the	Amsterdam	canals.In	the	past,	the	sewers	even	ran	into	the	canals,	and	people	got	sick	from	the	water.	This	has	improved	enormously	in	the	last	decades.Nowadays,	water	is	pumped	from	the	IJsselmeer	through	the	canals,	dramatically	improving	water	quality.	This
makes	it	possible	to	swim	through	the	canals,	which	is	also	done	annually	for	a	good	cause.In	this	way,	Amsterdam	tries	to	remain	one	of	the	most	eco-friendly	cities	in	the	world.	Many	cities	worldwide	could	take	an	example	from	this.As	we	discussed	above,	Amsterdam	is	famous	for	its	culture	and	architecture.	This	means	that	there	are	plenty	of
unique	places	to	see	and	experience	when	you	are	there.The	city	has	some	incredibly	famous	landmarks	that	visitors	from	around	the	world	go	out	of	their	way	to	see.	Here	are	just	a	few!Otherwise	known	as	the	“Dam,”	this	massive	central	city	square	is	where	it	all	happens.Here	you	will	find	festivals,	shops,	street	performers,	and	breathtaking
architecture	surrounding	you.	The	Dam	Square	is	a	must-see	for	everyone	visiting	Amsterdam	and	is	one	of	the	city’s	most	famous	sights.The	famous	“Dam	Square”	in	Amsterdam:The	Diary	of	Anne	Frank	is	a	heartbreaking	tale	of	a	young	Jewish	girl	hiding	from	Nazi	persecution	during	WWII.	That	girl	lived	in	Amsterdam,	right	on	the	canal	in	this
famous	canal	house.She	penned	much	of	her	diary	in	this	house	and	lived	in	the	‘secret	annex’	hideaway	for	over	two	years.	This	home	is	now	a	world-famous	museum	and	is	one	place	every	visitor	to	Amsterdam	must	see	and	experience.The	Rijksmuseum	is	among	the	most	famous	museums	in	the	entire	world.	Here	in	this	19th-century	complex,	you
will	find	some	of	the	most	famous	European	masterpieces	of	the	ages.You	will	be	able	to	see	such	paintings	as	​“The	Night	Watch”​	by	Rembrandt	van	Rijn,	The	‘​Self-Portrait’	by	Vincent	Van	Gogh​,	and	​“The	Battle	of	Waterloo”	​by	Jan	Willem	Pieneman.If	you	are	a	bibliophile,	you	will	also	love	visiting	this	museum	because	it	is	home	to	35000	old	books
and	manuscripts.	It	also	houses	a	collection	of	medieval	sculptors	and	traditional	handicrafts.This	museum	of	art	is	home	to	some	of	the	most	breathtaking	works	of	human	history	and	must	be	seen	to	be	believed.	It	may	be	the	most	famous	place	in	all	of	Amsterdam.One	of	the	country’s	top	attractions	is	the	museum	dedicated	to	the	most	revered
painter	of	the	Netherlands,	Vincent	van	Gogh.Established	in	1972,	this	museum	exhibits	the	exceptional	artistry	of	the	artist.	In	this	museum,	you	will	find	200	paintings,	500	sketches,	and	700	letters	from	Van	Gogh.	Moreover,	you	will	see	a	colorful	multimedia	presentation	of	Van	Gogh’s	life.		The	Royal	Palace	of	Amsterdam	was	built	in	1648.
Ancient	Rome	inspires	its	classical	architecture.The	Council	hall	is	the	most	beautiful	and	largest	room	in	the	Palace.	It	is	one	of	Europe’s	best	staterooms.	The	ceilings	of	the	Palace	are	painted	by	Rembrandt’s	pupils,	Govert	Flinck	and	Ferdinand	Bol.	I	mentioned	it	briefly,	but	the	Red	Light	District	is,	of	course,	one	of	the	most	famous	tourist
attractions	in	Amsterdam.Although	most	Dutch	people	are	not	surprised	by	this	neighborhood,	it	remains	strange	for	many	tourists.Where	the	Red	Light	District	once	began	as	a	service,	so	to	speak,	it	has	now	become	a	real	attraction.	This	is	not	necessarily	a	positive	development.First	of	all,	the	ladies	are	just	there	to	do	their	jobs	and	not	to	be	seen
as	some	kind	of	zoo	animal.	So	I	want	to	emphasize	that	when	you	walk	the	Red	Light	District,	treat	the	people	who	work	there	with	respect.Moreover,	tourists	cause	a	lot	of	nuisance	in	the	Red	Light	District.	First,	because	it	is	simply	too	crowded,	but	also	because	of	excessive	alcohol	and	drug	use.The	Skinny	Bridge	is	one	of	Amsterdam’s	most
iconic	bridges.	This	bridge	over	the	Amstel	River	connects	two	parts	of	the	city.It	is	especially	recommended	to	come	to	this	place	in	the	dark.	This	is	because	the	bridge	is	then	beautifully	illuminated	with	hundreds	of	lights.This	makes	it	one	of	the	most	photographed	places	in	Amsterdam.The	Jordaan	is	probably	the	most	famous	neighborhood	in
Amsterdam.	It	is	a	romantic	neighborhood	with	beautiful	houses.	Surrounded	by	numerous	canals,	the	Jordaan	used	to	be	known	as	a	real	working-class	neighborhood.Today	it	is	one	of	the	most	popular	and	hip	neighborhoods	in	the	city.	You	can	stroll	through	it	and	experience	the	real	old	Amsterdam.Rembrandt	van	Rijn,	even	people	who	don’t	like
art	know	this	name.	This	museum,	named	after	the	Dutch	painter,	is	located	in	his	old	house.That	alone	should	be	reason	enough	for	an	art	lover	to	visit	this	museum.	But	in	addition,	this	museum	has	a	wonderful	collection,	which	every	art	lover	dreams	of.On	display	are	not	only	works	by	Rembrandt	himself	but	also	by	his	many	pupils.This	museum	is
well	worth	a	visit	for	its	art,	but	also	for	the	history	of	the	building	in	which	it	is	located.LEARN	MORE	ABOUT	AMSTERDAM?Then	please	check	out	the	following	articles:-	Why	Is	Amsterdam	Called	The	Venice	Of	The	North?-	Why	Is	Amsterdam	The	City	Of	Sin?-	Why	Is	Amsterdam	The	Capital	Of	The	Netherlands?-	45	Interesting	Facts	About
Amsterdam	(Fully	Explained)-	12	Best	Amsterdam	Canals	Facts	You	Didn’t	Know


